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To THE JE 


READER. 


T Author has here undertaken a great 
and generous Dejign, which is to offer 
a Projett for Re-eſtablifbing the Chri: 
ſtian Religion wn its ancient Simplis 
city and Purity, wherein it appeared 
in the Primitive Times; Likewiſe for 

eaſing Chriftians of the heavy Burdens they have groanes un- 

der, by humane and: unneceſſary Conſtitutions, ſince then-im- 
pofed 0p 46; jooning ws alſo frem-the Miſeries. and Cals- 
wmities we ſuffer by reaſon of the many Diviſions among (tus, 
and. for reſtoring ws to that Liberty in Religion which Chriſt 
and his Apofies left us, whereby ail Chriſtians might be redg+ 
ced to 47 unity in Communion. te -  aF 
He aſſerts that the: Fundamentals of Chriſtia® Religion 
are not very many, being comprehended and clearly expreſſed 
in the Holy Scriptures ; for it would be agreat Preſumption, 
ro queſtren. whether or no thoſe Rules and, Dotrines were ſuf- 
ficient far'\the attainment of our Saluation,. which are; there 
prepoſed as the necelſary Duties of a Chriſtian, by our Bleſſea 


s Saviour 


The TRANSLATOR 


Saviour Chriſt himſelf. And Tcannvt think, but that if 


theſe plain Fundamentals,which are:wniverſally owned and ac- 
knowledged by all that profeſs Chriſtianity, were rightly diſtin- 
guijbed we ſbould find they contained ſogreat Truths, as if 
religioufly obſerved, would be- ſufficient to bring" us to ever- 
lafting Life. | Fe 

When the Apoſtles declare they have revealed to the Chnrth 
the whole C ounſel of God (both in the Credenda and Agenda) 


that was requiſit to Salvation ; What Credit can ne 2ve to- 


thoſe who impoſe new and unneceſſary Matters on our Faith and 
Worſhip? May not ſuch Perſoxs be juſtly accounted the Authors 
and Promoters of our Diviſions? The Apoſtles Creed having 
been always acknowledged tocontain « Summary of the Fundg- 
mental Articles of our Faith, and beew approved, ever fouce 
rheir times,by all Chriſtians ; as many as ſincerely believe it, 
and all the evident Conſequences theresf ; if they alſo believe 
the Holy Scriptures, from whence that has its Original, they 
£42708 be ſaia to be is any Error of fimple Belief, offetiſive ro 
God, nor ont of the hopes of Salwatiow ; How thew can any 
pretending to be Chriſtians, juſt ifie the Perſecuting of their 
Brethrea, who are known by the ſame Denamination, and the 
treating them at Hereticks and Reprobates, only for wot cam 
plying with them in things not neceſſary to be believed as Ar-: 
ticles of Faith? FÞor 1 muſt eſtcem as ſuch, all thofe which 
hawe not the expreſs Word of God for their Warrant, clearly 
aud plainly laid open to walzar Capacities ; and kyow uot how 
any New Article, which was not:fuch mithe Apnſties time cax 
be made fo now. © Id verius,'' ſaith Fertalliany quod prius, id 
prius quod ab initio, id abinitio quod-ab Apoſtolis. That 


is truelt which was firlt, That firſt: which was trom the - 


Beginning, Thar from the Beginning, . which was-from-the. 
Apoſtles; Thoſe diligent Pabiifhers of the Divine 'Oracles,agd 
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| To the READER. 
Sin Things of Indifferenty which were not of abſolute colitern.t» 
\Sabvoation, leave us to our Liberty, requiring only a mitual 
Forbearance and Condeſcenſion towards each other in them": 
T hey took not upon them to fixd any Defetts in the Methods 
which their Great Maſter had deliver*'d to them. What (hall 
-we ſay then of theſe who have Ordained 'other Laws and 
Prattices, with a Damnabitur 0» every one who obſerves 
them not ? Can this be thought leſs than a Preſuwpt ions Un- 
dertaking to ſupply the Rutkes which God in hu Sacred Hord 
gave us, as if his Divine Wiſdom had left them to'ns imper- 
feet? Now if we can thus blame the cy Tory of 


ſuch as would force us to go by Rules, neither preſcribed in 


the Scriptures,nor ever prattiſed by,or kwown ts the Primitive 


Church, for the firft Four Centuries, we then in like manner 


ought to be tender how we deal fo with others. | 
And ſince it is the Duty of every good Chriſtian to: pro- 
mote, us wuch as in him lies, the Peace and Unity of the 
Church : Ir would be happy, if thoſe who diſſent from the Pub- 
tick Worſhip of the Nation wherein they dwell, would comp!y 
in matters indifferent, as far as they tan, without offerins 
Frolexce to their own Conſeiences, and that thoſe who have 4 
Power over them, wouid alſs condeſcend ſomewhat on their 
parts, ſince there might perchance be as goox Reaſons given 
for the Complianie of the one, as of the other. And in order 
tothis beppy Union of Chriſtians, great care s to be had, not 
to lod the Publick Forms. of Devotion with any of thoſe 
Private: Fancies upon which either Party differs, for that 
will be to render theſe Diviſions incurable to the Worlds 
End. | | 
_ The Conftitations of Chriſfts Charch are diſpoſed as mich 
as maybe, for bringing within its Pale all true Chriftians, 
and thoſe who would confine it to narrower Bounds by hindering 
the encreaſe of its Members, and excluding them for light 
a 2 and 
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The TRANSLATOR 
and wpneceſſary Cauſes, doeclips its Glory," and leſſer its 
Grandure;, which is altogether contrary tothe Prattice of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, who made 16 ſcruple of admitting 
zxto their Communion, all who profeſſed not /ome deadly Here- 
ſie, or were not guilty of Idolatry, knowing themſelves obligea 
.to bear with the Infirmities of. the Weak:' - Now if this Chri- 
ſtian Virtue of Charity be abſolutely neceſſaryto Salvation, 
as no Man can deny, Onught we not to embrace thoſe as 
our Brethren who differ from ns in ſome Externals only? 
For a certain theſe Churches or Commnnions, can pretend 
to very. little Charity, who not only thruft out from among 
them, as not fit to be accounted Fellow Members withithew, but 
alſo violently Perſecute, as utter Enemies to Chriſt, all who 
refuſe to conform to their Methods, tho the Difference be 
but about ſome I rivial Ceremonies, or 4hings which will ad- 
mit of Diſpute. Whereas. noxe can be. truly reputed to be 
Separate {rom the Church of God, but ſuch as'feparate them- 


ſelves from their juft Daty to God, ceaſe to be Good, and throw 


themſelves into a ſlate of Damnation, 
Azd tho it wnſt be acknowleaged, that Ceremonies: have 


a conſiderable Tzfiuence on the practical part of . Relsg ron, ſince 


they raiſe in the Minas of Men, ane fence of- __ ard 
Rewerence towards God in our Devotions ; yet they being en- 
creaſed tofogreat a Number, without recara tothe ' Apoſtles 
Rule of Decency and Order ;, Why ſhould we not diſtinguiſh 
among ft them, and retain only thoſe which are of Help to us 
in the performance of our Duty to Goa, reject all ſuch as any 
ways 0bſIrndt it, and eſteem thoſe 4s indifferent, which con- 
tribute either to the Oxe, norto the Other ; Having always 
4 regard to the Circumſtances of Perſons, Times and Places, 
which may perchance require vations Methods herein: And 


there muſt alſo.be aCharitable Bearing ove with another, as 


well 


1 


ſl % 
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To the READER. 
well in reſpect of thoſe Ceremonies ſo retaixed, as in thoſe re- 
Jetted, or held indifferent. Fo 

St Auguſtine complained of this in his time, Hoc nimis 
doleo, ſays he, quia mulra quz in Divinis Libris Saluberci- 
ma-prxcepta ſunt nimis curantur, et tam multis Przſump- 
tionibus plena ſunt omnia. Tam very much troubled that 
{o 'many Things, wholſomly commanded in the Holy 
Scriptures, are 10 little regarded, and that all Things are 
ſo full of Preſumptions,, Augsſt, Epiſt. 119. And in the 
ſame Epiſtle ſays again, Quamvis contra Fidem. not {int, 
tamen iplam Religionem, &s. | Altho theſe Things be 
not agaiaſt the Faith, yet they ſo much oppreſs our very 
Religion with ſervile Burdens, which God of his infinite 
Merey would have to be Free, under very few and plain 
Sacraments of Divine Service, that the State of the Jews 
is much more tolerable: than the State of the Church bf 
Chrift ; For the Jews tho they were Strangers to Chriſtian 
Liberty, yet were they ſubjeC only to the ſevere Burdens 
of the Law of God, not to the Devices and Preſumprions 
of Men. 1 wiſh we conld herein follow the Prattice of the 
firſt Chriſtians, who tho they differed in ſome of their Rites 
and Ceremonies, yet whilſt they owned the ſame Faith, they 
Joyred ſtill in the ſame Communion, looking on theſe 'Things 
but as Externals, or ſimple Ornaments which had nothing in 
thens of the Eſſential Parts of Religion. 

If thu were well conſidered, it might in ſome meaſure abate 
the Heats of thoſe fierce Champions, who are ſo Zgalons in 
defence of that particular Church or Seff, whereof they pro- 
feſs themſelves Members, and ſo much exaſperated againſt 
all others of Different Sentiments, that they could be conten- 
ted to deſtroy them, Odia  Religionum ſunt acerrima. 
Theſe Men would have the Rates of their Faith and Worſhip 
tobe the Standard to all other Chriſtans. Ss Procruſtes the 

Athenian 
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Athenian Robber meaſured on his Bed thoſe he got into his 
Power,and as many 4s he found not of his own Demenſfion he cnt 
off ſborter, .or extended.them ow Wracks till be made them of 
the juſt fize. | 
Moſt of our Preſſes are now employed on Books of Contro- 
-verſies in Religion, of which many are ſo fiercely penn'd, 
that they rather ſeem Defiaxces to Combate, then ſober dr- 
wments toconvince Men of their Errors, and bring them to 
y' of” their Faith, Such Polemick Writers conceive the 
overflowings of their Gall, to be the oaly demonſtrations 
of their Zeal 3 .and that theirregular Heats which waſte 
the Vital Spirits of Religion, are the moſt foveraign Cor- 
dials to ſupport them. And tho we oxght not to blame 
thoſe who earneſtly contend for the Faith of the Goſpel, 
which was once delivered unto the Saints: Ter ſure the 
Apoſtles meaning could never be to encourage this Conteſt by 
Menances,by reproachful Langnage,and by ſcandalous Reflett;- 
ons. The Itch of Diſputation has now ſo peiggr fainted 


us, that a Man can ſcarce go into any Society, be it even in- 


fo the Taverns or Coffece-Houles, but he ſhall be entertained 
with a Convivium Religioſum. This has raiſed ſuch a 


Ferment inthe Nation, that it ſeems as if the old Faitions of 
the Gueltfs and Gibellines were revived and get over among 


#s ; when if the Subjects of many of theſe Diſputes, which | 
they purſne with ſo much Violence and Paſfion, were c arefally' 


examined, they might poſſibly appear to. be.about ſame-ftrayge 


Notions or Speculations is Divinity, where Mex vainly wy. 


dertake to explain or define what is Incomprehenſible, or elſe 
concerning Matters indifferent, which might be left to be un- 


derſtood one wayor the other, without prejudicing our Saly* 


7103. . 


Tis an amazing thing to think, that ary Seet of Men 


ſrenld aft ſo contrary to the Rules of their Profeſſion. - Let us 
look 
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To the READER... 


took back:on the many Viiars and, Perſecutions ade by ſome 


| Chriſtians againſt others:;,': Let us conſider the Inquiſition, aud 


arvers other Severtics prattiſed by our Neighbour Nations on 
account of Relizion, and I am forry we are able to produce [0 
many Inſtances of Cruelty, not very far ſhort of thoſe, ever 


. here amongff our ſetves'; with'all which ſboutld: any. fober Hea- 
' then be mage arqudinted, . were i. poſible for hims to imagin* 


that we owned a Goſpel of Peace:: Othat thoſe who perſiſted in 
doing theſe Outrages they. are nnwilling to Suffer, ſhould profeſs 


_Obedi: nce to that C h1i{tian Law of JLove.thy Ne1tghbour. as 


” 


thy Dcif. | 
Ds not the greateſt part of our Qnarrels ariſe from Things 


hard to be underſtood, and which will admit of ambiguous Sences 
and Interpretations? Should we wot then be very cautious of 
putting too great fireſs ox ſuch nice Points of our Religion, left 
by ſo aving we weaken the Nerves of the moſt ſubſtantial Ones ? 
Certainly if theſe Methods, by which we are to be guidedto our 
Everlafting Happineſs, and which we are commanaed to ſearch 
or in the Holy Scriptures, were ſo intricate, and their true 
meaning ſo difficult to be found out, as certain Criticks would 


' make us believe ; I cannot imagine they wonld have been pro- 


poſed to all Men in general ; for methinks it would be wery e- 
were, that any abſtiruſe Notions which cannot be comprehended 
by the meaneft Capacities fhould be exjoyned ws, 4s flrh ne- 
ceſſary to be believed, ſince that would be to expoſe” the Poor 
Unlearzed and Ignorant ſort of People to inevitable peril of 
Baemnation, who have equal right to the Merits of our Bleſſed 
Lord ana Saviours Death and Paſſion, with the Greateſt Men, 
aud moſt Profound Dettors. I ſhalt conclude with this hearty 
wiſh, That we could not only Conform in the Rules of our Futh 
bat come ap alſo in the Prattiſe of our Lives to the Old Church 
of Chri#t, of his Apoitles, and of the Primitive Biſhops aud 
Fathers, which Church we know was Sound and Perfett, and as 

Tertullian's 


C 


- 
> 
4 
* 
ks 
.L 
Ps.” 
o 
F 


The TRANSLATOR, ve. 


Tertullian's expreſſion is, a Pure Virgin, as then {| 
ted © no Idolatry, nor with any foul 'or ſhameful 
Fault. 

I have only this Further to acquaint the Reader, that about 
fifteen Tears ago T Publifhed this Treatiſe, whith I had Trax- 
flxted ont of French ; and ſuppoſing that at this time, it might 
appear. 108 unſeaſonable abrocs. again, I have with ſome (mall 
Alterations made it more ſuitable to the preſent Conjunt#are, 
and ſuffered it to be Reprinted; wiſhing it may have thoſe good 
Effetts which the Pious and Learned Anthor [o earnefth de- 
fred. | 
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FE wHNC miror maxime, & nſque artehss miratine ſure, 


eo pleroſque Chriftianos eſſe ingemio, ut inter ſe cox- 

cordiams colere n0» poſſint: quod mihi inmonſtri !9- 
£0 efſe videtur. Cum enim eam relipionem ſeftentur, qua 
wihil xnquam fuit, nec wnquamerit, aut ſanitinn, aut fim- 
Plicits, aut ad bumanitatew accommodatum mazis, 1!'t tamey 
inter ſe ita vivunt, ut Tigres, Urſos, Pamtheras, Leoneſ- 
que,ac rabigſos Canes in unam caveam conciuſos dicas. Hincque 
alleo fattum eſt, ut jamdin mihi ſit per ſualifomum, qui ita ſunt, 
eos nihil minms eſſe quam Chriftianos, etiamſy tales ſe habert 
poſtulent. Neque enim internecins odits, turpiſſomis oppro- 
brix, as atroci{/imis calumniis, ferro denique, ac flammis, ut 
fit, alii adverſus alios graſſarentur, & amorem Dez, ac pro- 
Ximi charitatem violarent : queis ſublatis nihil alind fuerit 
Chriſtianiſmus quam nomen inane, & vana aliqua ſpecies; 
gue Contemplantis otinm obleftet. Id apud me cum nuper, ut 
ſpe alias, non fine graviſſima indignatione dolerem, optato 
allatus eft hi libellus fine omni Scriptoris nomine, in quo tan- 
tam utilitem reperi, ut, fi quod tam diutwrno ac pert im- 
awedicabili malo aahiberi remedium poſſit, id illics ope eventa- 
rumeſſe arbitrer. Eum certe ita probavi, ut repextino men- 
#is inſlinu percuſſus, meum de illo judicium his verſibus in- 
eluſerim, nou ſine votic, ut te, Leftor, Chriftianum eſſe 
bons fide oftendss. Et fiet, ſpero, ubs Scriptory menten & 
#0» ſiljum pernoveris. 


” | Deſcende 
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E{cende-ſunmic, - 
FJ Pax alma, polis, 
. Celereſque per athera purine | 
Extenade pernnas, —_ | TR" 3 
Fronaenti nitiaum caput 
Impediens oliva, | Sp 
Tam ſatis, O nimiunm ſatis, | | 
Te juga Olympi, 
Et longa exilia, 
Et airs {celerum facies, ac triftia belle 

Adverſam tenuere. 
Aude itaquo oblitas nixc, Diva, reviſere terras,. 
Chriftiadumque genus genic irritable, placs. 
Conxcordes illis mittens per pettora ſenſus. 
Lata reai, Virgo, tecum una Aſtrea redibit,” 
Molliaque inter ſe traducext 0tia gentes, 
Difſeatis odtiſque procul, Te t#rba Acherontts, 
Te Bellona tremet vexientem, '& magnus eaſdens 
Sub te, ſacra canens, Orbis venerabitur ards. 
Eia age, jam cernes diuolſs abreptaque membra,, 
Et corpus lacerum in fedes reditfſe priores : 
Denique jam Chrſls redivivam reagere Chrift an, 
Ft ſecura potes : ' Nam lato limite, fertar 
Hic liber, awerſoſque animos tibi, Santta, reducit, 
Per populos jam jura dabis, Te quiſque canemns, 
Et tua tam denſfis ſlabunt altaria donis, 
Ut te relift texeant oblivia Coli, JEWS 
Et dubites poſthas, cum ſecula leta videbis, 


Stideribus Terre preſtent, an [aera Terris. | 
T HE 
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The Authozs | 


- # fee the Sacred Religion, which the Son of God brought 
.» downfrom Heaven to Earth, miferably tora in pieces 
by ſo many different Seas, which heretofore have, and 
who ſtill divide 1t at this preſent: Tt all theſe ſeveral Cox- 
Jeffons of Faith, which diſmember the Spouſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt, -do extraordinarily. afflitall Pious Souls; © furely 


+ it it bea great cauſe of. Grief to all true Chriſtians, to 


People that are. oply ft to be the ſibje&X of the Prayers 
| — A MS T0 which 


The ZUZathors 


which are offer'd up for Miſerable Wretches, or of the 
Complaints which are made ts lament their unhappy Con- 
dition. Neither are thoſe looked upon who would un- 


 dertake to remedy this Evil, | but as Idle ProjeCtors and 


Fantaſtical Pcrſons, like Mountebanks, who promiſe the 
Cure of thoſe Diſeaſes that are given over by the moſt 
Skilful Phyſicians. | 

I know very well, that many have ftudied to find out 
a Means of According fome of theſe Sects, by Re-uniting 
certain Perſons together, who have been cngag d in them, 
and who, on this account, have reciprocally entertaiaed 
moſt implacable Feuds againſt each other. There have 
been divers Writings publiſhed for endeavouring an Ac- 
commodation- between the Carhol/icks and. Protefants : 
Thep have attempted to Reconcile thoſe of the Confeiſion 
of 4#5burb, vulgarly tiled Latherazs, with ſuch as are 
called Ca/vinifts; but there have commonly been other 
Intereſts than thoſe of the Glory of God, intermixed in 
theſe Undertakings. It has rather been by a Principle of 
Policy, than any Motive of Conſcience, and detire of 
the Salvation of Souls, rhat theſe Deligns have been: ſer 
on foot ; whence-tt has, happened, that God has turned 
his Blefing from them, and made t'1e Succeſs not to an 
{wer the Greatneſs of the Deſrgn. 

Some likewiſe, not aiming at any thing herein more 
than how they might make an caſter Paſſage, and 'more 
plauſible Revolt, from One Communion to Another,have 
only ſtudied ro weaken the Foundation of their former 
Opinions, and ſtrengthen that of their New enes, which 
they have an intention toEmbrace. There's alſo'this 1m 
it, that Men do got ordinarily attempt, but” to 'remed 
{ome EfeAs, withonrt aſcending up to the principal Cau . 
all 


VS, ICS 


Prefe "_ 


and only Source of all this Evil; not unlike thoſe Teno» 


rant Phylicians whounskiltully labour ro cure ſome ot the 
Symptoms of | a Diſeaſe, without applying any thing to 
the grand Original Cauſe, on the curing whereof depend 
all irs Conſequences. 

There was a Preface of a Book, Printed ſome Years 
ſince, in th? Low Countrics, which touched this Matter, 
and ſcemed to aim at a General Reconciliation of all 
Chriltians, by means of a Charitable Allowance, and a 
Mutual Toleration. But befides that it was but by the 

' by, that the Author treated upon this Important Subje® ; 
It ſecms that, not having aſcended up: to the Original of 
all theſe Divihons, he has not contrived any proper Way 
for the Reconciliation which he propoſes, ner has rightly 
diſtinguiſhed between what 15 Fundamental in Chriſtian 


Religion and what 1s not, to let us ſee, laſt of all, in whar 


things we. ſhould have this Charity cne towards another. 
And we reje&t allo rhe Means which is moſt important 


towards the attaining to {o good an end, whilit we. refule 


to dilingage our elves from whatſoever may render it Un- 
fruitful,; as [ſhall ſhew you in its proper Place. _ 
It was, in ſearch of This, that I have, for ſome Years 
aſt, applicd my {elf to ſodiligent and ſerious Meditation. 
I utterly caſt off, at the inſtant, a} Former..Opinions of 
my ,qwn, and. Prejudices againſt others, which might be 
any. Obſtacle tome in ſo _laudable a Deſign : I difingaged 
my. ſelf for a time from all things whatſoever, of any 
Communion of Chriſtians which was Singular, and:whicly 
ſeparated it {elf from others : And I believed, that in ex- 
amining carctplly. the things wherein. they All agree,” T 
might diſcern with a more.difintereſted Eye, that which 
would be for the Common Good.I then conſidered with A Ll 
Tn Tac 
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the-exatneſ Twas able, 'the Nature, Greatneſs, and las 
mentable EfeQs of this miſerable Diviſion of Chriſtians. 
T obſerved at the ſame time, how Ineſtimable would all 
thioſe Goods, anda!l thoſe Advantages be, which would 
ariſe from their Re-uniting inte ene and the fame Confeſ;- 
on of Faith, and the Reconciliation of their Minds into the 
fime Communion. After that, I-diligently conſidered 
with an intire Applying my Mind, what could be the 
Cauſes of fo deplorable a Misfortune: Ihave aſcended 
the beſt Tcould to the very Fountain Head of this Evil, 
where, I ſuppoſe,” I have made ſome Diſcoveries, which, 
without queſtion, willbe'reliſhed by thole who ſhall look 
upon them without a Worldly Intereſt. _- 

* In ſhort, Tam' verily perſwaded, that after all my En- 
.deavours, my continual Prayers have been heard by the 
Goodneſs and Bounty of 'the God of Peace: I hope, that 
through the Bleſſing of Heaven, "I have met with the 
True and Only Remedy of this Evil, that is to ſay, the 
{ole* Means of Reconcihng togerher all thoſe who make 
Profefſion of Chriftianity, and who are perſwaded, that 
the Doftrine of'the Goſpel, ' which is compriſed in the 
Scriptures of the* New TeFament, is delivered tous from 
God, and that" it contains what we ſhould Know, Believe 
and Dofor our Salvation; 'So that as {60n as we ſhall re- 
ligioufly Re-umce, mm thoſe matters which It preſcribes us, 
awe ſhall be in'@ ready way of attaining to. the' Mark 
which It- propoſes: *Ar leaſt, Tmay, with Truth, fay, 
«that ſince that very time; T found, PP. my .Owa part, .a 


great Calmneſs of Spirit. I have not any more, fince then, 
looked upon Chriftian DoEtrine, to be Difficult, Knotty, 
charged and-cacumbred with an infinite number of Subtil 
Quettions, Critical and Unprofitable” Notions. Theſe 


arc 
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arethe very Things that have made it paſs Unknown; ha- 
ving utterly Dishgured its Natural Beauty : This is it 
that hasgivenit a Face altogether New and Strange ; and 
thatif Saint 'Pas! and' the reit of the Apoſtles ſhould de- 
ſcend, this very day, upon Earth, they would nor know 
this Dottrine, *{o Diſzuiſed as it is, . And this is the main 
Thing that has created thele miſerable Diviſions among, 
Chrittians. | ne ps 4. | 

I muſt confeſs, that, for a'great while, I had a deſign 
ot to publiſh my Thoughts upon this Subje&t : I would 
have concealed the Advantage, that I had met with, and 
made it of parricular uſe to My ſelf ; Which was not for 
any Envy that I bare to the Publick Geod,. for which I 
could be glad to apply all my' Power and Life :: But I 
diſtruſted my Own Abilities,, and knowing , as I do, 
their utmoſt, T have- ever becn ſuſpicious of their Pro- 
duftions. 3h. | 

Beſides this, I never approved of that Liberty which 
is taken of expoſing all our Thoughts to publick View, 
or to ſay more properly, all thoſe Whimiies which we 
conceive in our Studies. 'Fhis 1s to do a great prejudice- 
to Men of Learning, to ſteal from them the :Time which 
is fo dear to them. *'Tis ſtaying them to . pick out 
Good from bad Writings, that is, to ſearch for ſome Grains 
of Gold among(t' Heaps of Sand. | It is to buſie the Preſs 
about Fruitleſs Works, which ought not to be employed 
bat in the moſt Excellent : Irs, laitly, to entertaia the 
I2norance of the Vulgar, who are not able to make d:- 
ſtintion of Books, and who, many times, being drawn 
by a Specious Title, are-afterwards oblervgg to be more 
deeply engaged inTgnorance and Error.. | 
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Moreover, Iknow that the Opinions of the Public 
are: very ſlightly to be regarded , for People ordinarily 
paſs their Cenſures upon other Mens Works, according 
to the ſway of their own Paſſhons. Whence it comes 
to paſs, that Perverſe Judgments are made on the moſt 
Innocent Deſigns. I fancied, that ſome would be ſaying 
of me, I was but in Jeſt and Trifling ; that others would 
imagine, I afted herein by ſome of thofe Motives which 
T had already obſerved and condemned ; and that many 
alſo of thoſe who did not abſolutely diſapprove of my 
Thoughts, might ſay, This indeed is a Thing rather to 
be delired than hoped for, and that therefore all theſe at- 
tempts would be without Succeſs. Neither am I ignorant 
how Curious this Age is; That now a days much Seaſoning 
15 required to the Choieſt Meats,and' that if the moſt Excel- 
lent SubjeRts be not accompanied with a Studious and Ele- 
gant Stile, they diſcourage the Readers, and aie thrown 
aſide as Merchandiſe not worth looking on : And it will 
be a hard matter for me,. at above Sixty Years of Age, 
to contrive a Stile that ſhall carry with it ſuch an Air 
and Neatneſs, as ſhall pleaſe the Refined Wits of our 
Times. 

But after all, I thought that T ought not to quit a Deſign 
{ſo profitable and ſo important to the Publick Good, tor 
ſome Objef&ions of ſmall Conſequence ; that the Matter 
ought more to be eſteemed than the Form. Iconfidered 
that Diamonds ſhould not be thrown away becaulſc they 
are Rough ; and that the Golden Oar has always its Value, 
althoughir hath not yet attained to the Lufter which the 
Crufible gives it, when its pure Body ſhall be ſeparated 
trom the Diſs and Earth which | obicure it. - The leaſt 
Articulate and Weakeſ Voices are kindly heard, when 
employed 
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Maplayed to adviſe us of our Good, and to conduftus but 
of {0 


me Unſafe Courſe. And perchance it may ſo happen, 


that ſore or other of the Learned Men of this Age, exci- 
*ted by my weak Endeavours may woerthily 'accompliſk 


what have but rudely eflayed ; and thus it often happens, 
that the unskilful Play of ſome indifferent Muſician ſtirs 
up thoſe who have a more delicate Touch, -to correct 
the Defefts of what they hear by the excellency of their 
Hands and Skill _ | 

All thefe Conſiderations, after ſundry Debates, did in- 
duce me to upbraid my ſelf in termes not much ualike 
the poor Leppers of Samarie, 2 Kjngs, chap. 7. Theſe 
Wretches having met with great Treaſure, and a quantity 
of Provifions in the Camp, which the Syriazs had left 
behind them , blamed themſelves for keeping in their 
-Poſſeſſhon a Good which might relieve all the Inhabitants 


-of their City. TI have theretore, at laſt, taken my Pen 


in hand to communicate to the Publick, the Fruit of a 
Meditation, to which I have applied my ſelf for a long 
1Re. 

I have eadeayoured in this Little Work to follow i 
Familiar Method accommodated to the Humors of all 
ſorts of People; wherein my principle Aim is tomake all 
Chriſtians, even the moſt Weak and Ignorant, 'compre- 


:hend the Nature of that Religion which they. profeſs, by 
_ -bringing .it back to its Firſt Principles and Fundamental 


DoArines:: But to attain to this End, it muſt be repre- 
Jented in its Naked Dreſs, by clearing it from whatſoever 
-may reader it Obſcure, Ridiculous and Barbarous. 

I ſtrive to make my ſelf underftood by all the World, 
and to proportion my Thoughts and Expreſſions to the 
Capacity of every one. To which cfeQ I have _—_— 

| © ts 
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this ſmall Treatiſe into Three Principal Parts: In the: 
Firſt I ſhall let you ſee the Nature, the Extent, and (ad: 
Conſequences of this lamentable Diviſion, which is among 
Chriſtians; The Greatneſs of the Evil ſhould make us! 
know how urgent and preſſing is the Neceſlity of its Re- 
medy. The Second will diſcover the Cauſes of the- Evil, 
by layzng them open even to their very Source Head, And 
laſtly, the Third will ſer forth the Soveraign and Infallible, 
Remedy which may be employed tor the Curing and Hea- 
ling this grievous Wound. 

ItT perceive this Work to be ſeriouſly entertained, that 
it {hall produce any Good Fruit,F will bleſs God for it, with 
all my Heart, ſince it is ogly his Glory that I propoſe fer 
the ſole Obje&t of my Deſign. AndI will further beſeech 
him to beſtow on me ſo much Health and Strength, that 
I may be able ro make this Freatife be followed by 'I'wa: 
Others, which may beof no leſs Importance: One of 
them ſhall be concerning the Counſels which Chriftian 
Princes and States may take to make this Enterpriſe ſucceed 
aright, by preſerving their true and lawtul Intereſts, and 
thoſe of private Perſons. The other ſhall be to: diſpoſe 
all thoſe who are out of the Pale of Chriſtianity, utterly 
to cait away from them all thoſe Prejudices which blindly 
retain them in their Antient Religions, and hinder them» 
from ſeeing the Advantages of that which the Eternal Son 
of God has given us ; fo that they ſhall ſee how even Na- 
ture and Reaſon, do powerfully invite them to ſubmir'to 
the Golpel, by a perfect: Obedience; and how that is the 
only Meanes. to enjoy a real Tranquility of Mind. and a 
{old Quiet of Conſcience. "This will ſufficiently ſerve to 
excice Chriſtians (after their Re-union ſhall he procured) 
| to contribute, on their parts, towards the Salvation of all 
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the Inhabitants of the World, with whom they ſhall ex 

tertain any Commerce, 
 Andas there is nothing ſo repugnant to the Deſign, I 
haveia hand, as the Prejudices wherewith it may be lookr 
upon ; for they are theſe Prejudices which have ſo much 
tomented and i{trengthened this Diviſion, and which would 
alfobe capable rodeſtray the Fruitthat might be hoped for 
from this Proje&t : SoT have, on this occaſion, endeavou- 
red as much as in me lay, notto give the leait Hint that 
{hould ſeem to favour any Prejudice whatſoever. I have 
avoided, as a Dangerous Rock, giving the leatt ſuſpicion 
that Iam Intereſted for any Party, and content my ſelf 
without taxing any One 1n particular, to blame in general 
whatſoever hath cauſed theſe Diviſions, and whatſoever 

entertains them at preſent, | 

*Tis for: this reafon, T have not been ſpurred on to this 
Deſign by any Motive of Vanity, as to acquire the Honour 
of having undertaken an Enterpriſe which never any man 
propoſed before; and likewiſe to take away all Diltruſts 
which my Profeflion or my Condition might give: ForTl 
know well enough, that it the No_— did belive this 
Projett had been contrived by a Catholick, and eſpecially by 
a Clergy-Man of that Religion,they would think partially 
on it, andthat he was engaged by Intereſt to favour thoſe 
of his Communion: And on the eontrary, it the Catho- 
ticks were perſwaded it was the Work of a Proteſtant, or 
of a Greek, they would immediately reject it. And with- 
out doubt,the Averſion they have to thoſe whom they pre- 
tend are out of the Church, would make them refuſe the 
moſt ſaving Remedies, becauſe it would be preſented them 
by a Suſpetted Hand: It is juſt asa Sick Perſon takes not, 
ÞSitwith great fear, any Medicine which 1s preſcribed _ 
ce y 
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by a Phyſitian whom. he miſtruſts. The ſame may be ſaid of all 
other Communions, which are found among Chriſtians, for they. 
look upon one another with ſo much Jealouſe and Suſpition, that 
only the very Thought. that ſo laudable a Deſign had been laid by 
a Perſon not of their : Communion, would be ſufficient to make. - 
them, reject it without further Examination. _ 

© But to draw to. a Concluſion ; - I doubt not but that ſome Per- 
ns when they con{ider the Natare of- the-Remedy which I pro- . 
poſe for the Cure of-this Evil; ſhall eſteem. it as a thing Eake to.. 
be Conceived:; that they will ſay, This Idea was no more than 
what any Man might have thought- on: | That it is a Proje& 
which, at the firſt; is very Spectous, and finds no great Difficul- 
tics at- a-ſlight Conſideration of. it, but-will meet with ſack as are- 
Unconquerable, if any one nadertake- to. ſet: it on Foet.. But: 
beſides the great; Advantage it is, to have-a Means of fancying 
ſuch an Idea as 1s accompanied by that of Peace and Concord, 
the only Names of- which are capable of raifing an exceſs of Joy 
ia the Hearts of all Men; I hope ſo to unmask this Deſign, and 
diſcover ſuch a Face, that all ſhall underftand the Foundation, 
the Poſſibility and great Advantage thereof. For I pretend not: 
to put an End to this Great Work without anſwering to the 
Principal Objections which may be made-againft it. And I pro- 
miſe (as I have faid before) another Freatiſe, wherein, in caſe 
This ſhall be. favourably receiyed, I will propoſe a Means how 
to wake this Project ſucceed : I ſhall let you ſee how the Power 
and Authority of thoſe muſt beemployed, who are in-.a-capacity 
of working ſucceſsfully in it. And: I beſeech God.to ſend down 
his Bleſſing hereupon, and guide all to his Gtory, to the Good: 
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PAX REDUX 


Chaiſtian Reconciler. 


The Firſt Part. 


Of the Divifion which is among Chriftians , and of 
its Conſcuqences. 


GCHEAT- L 
Of the Nature and Greatneff of this Diviſion. 


F. Hen St Paul ſaid, That it was meceſſary there ſhould be Herefies 

amongſt us, tothe end that ſuch as arc appreved might be made 

 . manifeſt, His Words muft not be taken, as if he would by 

_ anextravagant Paradox,Authorize the diverſity of Opinions 

in Chriſtianity. For his deſign was never to favour the Authors of 

Sets, and Heads of Parties, by impoſing Silence on thoſe who would 

Remedy Diviſions, and put a ſtopto their ſad Conſequences. But he 

declares plainly, what we muftexpe&t from the i Diſpoſition of the 

Spirits of Men, by reaſen of the high efteem they have of their own 

Sufficiency, and of their inclination to render themſelyes Confiderable, 

by ſome. ſingular Opinions in matters 'of Religion. He deſigns by 

the ſame means to make us ſee how the Providence of God, which 

draws Good out of Evil, and Light out of the thickeſt Darkneſs, takes 

occaſion, from thence, to diftinguiſh ſuch as appertain tp him ; making 

appear -by this. contradiction of Singers, the conſtancy of the Servants 

of 'God, and their generous reſiſtance to all ſorts of Temptationsand * 
om bs 7 Iryals 
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Tryals. Iris in this ſence alſo, that Jeſus. Chriſt. declares to'us the 
i.eceſſity of Scandals and Tribulations arifing in the Church, and that 
Fe is come to kindle the Fire-brand of War in the World, and to pat 
Diviſions ia States and Families ; for- otherwife the Goſpel, which is 
the Miniſtry of Grace, and a Word of Reconciliation and Peace, does 
not of it ſelf propoſe any thing bnt Union, Amity and Concord, Na- 
ture, although ſprung from the ſame Original as Grace, hath in- 
clinations quite diftinct: Jt 15 not pleaſed, but 1n Diverſity, and ſeems 
not to ſab{iſt but by the 'Contrariety of Qualities, which occur in its 
Works; whereas Grace is not preſerved, but by the entire Corre- 
ſ-oandence. of thoſe who-have a ſhare therein, and by the Conformity of 

'tcir Opinions. We cannot divide our felves 1n 1ts Principles without 
Ceſtroying 1t to ns. For this SCParation 15 t9.give it-ſuch- grievons 
Wounds, as will force it to retire from thoſe who are not more careful 
to improve it, by ſuch ways asare molt fuitable to its Nature. 

Now, is it not 2 moſt deplorable thing, that an occaſion ſhould be ta- 

ken,of making uſe of a Doctrine of Peace, for the miſerable tearing in 
pieces a Body, whoſe Members ought to be perfectly united ? Is it not 
2 ſhameful rhing that this unhappy Proand Con fhouli berintrodnced to 
make the ſame havock in the Church,it ordinarily makes inthe World ? 
Flil>wphy never ſaw fo many S2cts Paganiſm {0 many different De- 
vations : AMebometiſm {0 many contradictory Opinions concerning their 
Alcoran, es we'have Sts, Hereſes and Schulms in Chriſtianity, about 
tie underſtanding of its fundamental Law, which 1s the Goſpel. As. 
{on a3 the Sprouts of this Holy Seed began to appear upon the face} 
of the Earth, we ſaw at the fame time an infinite number of unprofita- 
ble and choaking  Tares ſpring up, ſuſficient to deſtroy that in its 
birth, which would bring with-it Salvation and Life. Almoſt in the 
fizht of the Holy Apoftles, (thoſe Sacred Conſidents of our Soveraign 
after) there aroſe ſuch, as yaunting themſelves to/have' embraced his 
54rinz, would have repreſented hum after their fancies, and ſet him 
fo;5h as their ov-n whimbes and capricioes ſuggeſted” tro them. And 
preſently afccrwards would make their partico}ar Sentiments paſs for 
ceneral and infallible Rates, and have pretended that all others were 
ovlizcd to ſubmit themſelves: therennto- . Thus the Blood of Feſps 
Criſt, which fill. reeking,- ſhould warm the Hearts'6f' Chriſtians with 
a iJoly Charity, 45.well as wittan Ardent Zeal, conld nct-deftroy the 
$*453.gf theſe iniſcraile, Divitiens:: afomuchrhatin the Third Age, 


- Er Evitbani;z« numbers vp Fourfcore-ſeveral Hereſies,(or rather different 


Opinions). walch had, crept; m: amoaglt the Chriſtians, and” yet not 
| mentioning 
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mentjoning: the divers Branches into which theſe Hereſics were fs 
divided, . iThere is ſcarce any one Article of Faith, or any Snecnlati- 
on of Chriſtianity, whercon ſtrange Opinions have n<t been advanced, 
which in time have made Secs, and different Religions. And we khiokwr 
that every particrlar .. Combination has appropriated to it ſelf the 
Name of a Church, and boaſted to be the Spoaſe of rhe Son of Ger? 
to the utter Excluſjon of all others. They have alf5 gone further, for 
beſides the Heavenly Doctrine contained in the Goſpel, where t' ex 
tave taken, occafiowof railing Diſputes: They have forged ſnch us 
have been meerly humane, concerning 'which there have been alſo mi- 
ſcrable Diviſions. And as though theſe Men had climbel up to Heaven 
to conſult the very Mouth of God himfelf, they have preached up 
their Dodtines as Oracles, and Fundamental Traths. After which 
they have had no great trouble to engage their Followers to ſuffer the 
moſt cruel Torments and even Death it ſelf in defence of their Opt- 
nions, and -then have. confidently enrolled 'them in their own Le- 
gend, as Martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt, though they Suffered only to ad- 
vance the Glory and Reputation of ſome Arch-Heretick. $9 God, to 
chaſtize the Raſhneſs, and. confound the Vanity of their thoughts, has 
permitted, that Diviſion ſhould ruin their Work, as heretofore it de- 


he 


__ the Inſolent Deſigns of thoſe who would ere& the Tower cf 
Babel. rw 7 

After we have once forſaken the Royal Road which God has pre- 
ſcribed us, we run into all By-paths,| and ſeparate our ſelves one 
from another, each of us fancying to be in the moſt commodious and 
ſafeſt Way. Cag you likewiſe believe, that a Separation is ſometimes 
made abaur Subjects, not only light and trivial,” but ia ſome fort ridi- 


culous, and which do redound to the Shame of thoſe who made them - 
ſrrviceable to the Ends of their Schiſms and Diviſions? What Con- + 


tcntions have there not been among Chriſtians, namely, On what Day 
the Celebration of Eafter ſhould be obferved ; If, m the Communion, 
Bread Leavened or Unleavened ſhould be made uſe of; If the Body of 
Jeſus Chrift were Corruptible after its Cenception, or not ; If we may 
ſay, that One of the Trinity was Crucified ; If the Church can Cor - 
demn and Excommunicate. one that is Dead; If the Hallelujah might 
Sung in Lezr, and other Queſtions of the like Nature ? Behold here 
what are ordinarily the Subjects which. cauſe theſe moſt 'Teal Calamis 
ties. Behold that which ſeparates thoſe, who with one conſent ſhout 

advance the Glory of 'their Common Maſter. 
But to come to our Times, and more nearly to touch upon the Evil 
Which 
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which-tronbles us at preſent, and which has given me occaſion of lay- 
ing open my ſence, to contribute to a Remedy : Is it not a lamentable 
fhing, and of ſad Example, to ſee Chriftians ſo miſerably divided, as 
they are at this Day ? For, to let paſs the divers Seats of Chriſtians, 
which are in the Ea, and who have more cauſe to grieve for their la- 
mentable Diviſions, then for their miſerable State, under the rigorous 
Yoke of Mabomertans ; ſnch are the Greeks of Armenia and Circaſſes, the 
Neforians, Facobites, Adaronites, Cophtes, Chriſtians of St Thomas, &c. 
People who are looked npon as Hereticks or Schiſmaticks, and yet who 
believe that out of theirCommunion there 1s no Salvation to be expected; 
Let vs inſiſt only upon this deplorable Condition of the Chriſtians of 
E trope, in theſe Countries wherein we live. There is no Heart ſo hard, 
that does not Sigh to behold ſo ſtrange a Diſ-union ; There 1s no truly 
Chriſtian Soul, that does not Grieve to ſee the effects of the implacable 
Fudes and Hatreds which are amongſt thoſe who are looked upon as 
Pretnrenz fince they are thereby expoſed to the continual Iaſolences of 
tlie ſrrorn Enemies of Chriſtianity. 

Since this great breach made in the Weſtern Church, by the Separa- 
tion of the Proteſtants from the Communion of the Church of Reme, 
What Bloody Wars! How many Murders and Maſſacres ! What 
Changes and Subverſions in States ! have there not been ſeen, inſomuch 
that they have not ſtuck to have recourſe to the Common Enemy, whence 
they have drawn 1n Succonr againft thoſe with whom they ſhould have 
entertiined a true Brotherly Aﬀection ? But that which is moſt deplora- 
ble is, that this Diviſion hath been followed with a infinite company 
of others, and as a fruitful Mother hath produced an incredible number 
of Monſters, which reſemble it. Theſe two great Branches growing 
cne from the other, have alſo ſprouting out of them, .a vaſt company 
cf leſſer Branches, which although not equal in Strength, bring forth 
F:nits altogether as dangerous as their Mother. Among Proteſtants, 
kow many ſeveral Sects in Germary, in England, in France, in the Low- 
Conntries, ©c.? Thereneeds but ſome diverſity in the Habits of,Prea- 
chers, ſome difference in the Ceremonies, or Ornaments of Churches, 
or of the Government thereof, to form a Set. A fimple diſlenting in 


the Liberty which every one allows himſelf of expoundins according ta.,. 


F15 Fancy, the Myſteries that are above his reach, is ſufficient to cauſe a 
Separation. The manner of explaining the fubje&t of Predeftination, 
and of Re:onciling Gods Grace with the Motions of the Will of Man, 
maxcs us look upon thoſe whoareof a different Opinion , as 'People 
Wioare in the high-way of Damnation, and with whom we muſt not 
ence:iafn any Communicy, EE. - Nor 
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Nor may they who have lived in Communion with the Charch 
of Rome inſult at this Diviſion: of the Proteſtants, and pretend 
that Union and Concord have continued amongſt them without 
any Diviſion : For although they all ſubmit themfelves in appear- 
ance tothe Authority of one only Head, and that they look npon 
him as the Center, wherein-all the Lines of their Society do meer 
and are re-united, nevertheleſs we are not ignorant how great 
the Number of their Diiſeations are, and how little the Union is 
amongſt their Doctors : So that if the Fear of a Superiour Au- 
thority ſeems to retain them 1n 0n2 and the ſame Society, thor 
Hatreds are but the more fermented within. They do not lets 
condemn one another of Herclie, and of being out of the way of 
Salvation. And the Examples of our Age have jhewa us,that wh-n 
Opportunuties have becn preſented of. making their Averlions ap- 


pear, how far they iave carried 1t, being always defirons that + 


their particular Opinions might preyail oyer all others. There- 
fore it 18 not any particular Intereſt, that 1 here endeavour to ad- 
vance, but it is the general Intereſt of all Chriſtian Societies, It 
is the Good, and the Union of all thoſe who march under the Stan- 
dard of the Croſs. I delign to re-unite together all the Chriftians 
of the Eaſt and Weſt, Greeks and Romans, Catholicks ahd Prote- 
- nts, and a!l the divers Branches whereinto theſe latter are ſuÞ- 
GLVided, 


rr ae 


CHAP: 
The Firſt Eftect of this Diviſion. 
Diſquiet of Mind, «xd Trouble of Conſcience. 
V Fre there no other Evil in this Diviſion,than the very Divi- 


$on it ſclf,and that Deformity which it cauſes 13 Chrittian 
SnC2tles ; Were there no other Harm done by it, than the G:5fi- 


 guring tiie Face of Chriſtianity, and the blemithing irs Beauty 


that renders it fo contiderable, it |\would be fo greit a cauie of 
Grief, as to oblige vs to entteavour, [with all our Power, t9 remne- 
dy to great a Miſchiet. . Hut helides all this, tn:s uateppy Diviten 
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is yery Fruitful, and produces. infinite Evils, as much, or rather 
more pernicious than 1t felf. *Tis like the Wiper, wich by a 
{range izit-dilaceration, makes a great Number 02 f little Serpcats 
come our of her, which inſtantly make tacir Teeth and Venom 
2ppear. There are ſome who fet upon particulr Perions, and 
others who cauſe great Diſorders in aw botn Secuiariand 
Eccleliaftical, as I unde: take to make evident 09 every One. 
f > Of 
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rein They nrdinaril: th q kqare e 
- Hr; wherein They ordinarily plung emfelves, whoare en- 
paged | 1:2 this Sent nth of divers 0} NF 1019S, anDout marters of 
TI 4 ry » ag SAY ho uf < of *y1- of "2. 9 
Religion ; and theſs Opit es d in tine form the dilterent Sects 


| G es 

and Soctetios wonlcn avide ail Chriitians. hs Trarc.icr journeys 
with pleaſur CC, {9 lo! 1T * ; his way _ d and plzin, 2d that 
he 15 allured it 15 the Rig it, that it 1 (the) tree. and finds it 15 n OL 
divided into. other Cifterent Patns.; | bat ſo.io0n 23 he perceives 
himſelf in a crots Road, where he mects- with Jeveral Ir ICs , 
witkout knowing which of thent he ſhouid maxe choice of, ris 
mu pollible, but that being in this ſuſpence, he mult bave a great 
nnquietneis and BY ict of '$pirit: It ail Chriſtians pertectly agreed 
In Opinion, that Agreement woull bs a grand Means whereby 
we might advance as Pleafure rowards Oar Happineſs : But 
Meeting v ith this grcat DIS erlity Or SCALIMCNES'Al d Protefiions, 
waerein every oe boaits 0 polleM nz the Truth, as by Firth- 
t Excluſton of al others; we mult needs be involve4 

-plexiry. For to think that we can cally folve Doubts, 
by a Car efu] and ſerious au ing of our Minds by Medit: ation, and 
by the force of reaſoning and diſco 17, 15 a Fallacy ; for belides 
that every one hath cauſe of Ciitruſting thyme 6 amid{t this great 
Diverlity of Opinions ; ſeing that the clear { Waits, the mcſt 
profound. Doctors s, Men of the choicelt Endow mo__ nd ſuch as 
have the greateſt Picty, y, wetneſs and moderation of Temper, 
are oftentimes oblery'd to be teparated and divided, the one from 
the other : 1 am aflured, that many oit-times in theſe A Applicati- 
ns, how Zealous ſever, nay even after the molt fervent Prayers, 
be overſwayed by the Probability of the Arguments, which every 
Opinion hath pro: tuced 1n Its own Favour. And [1 durſt ſay, that - 
when one has {9 ſoon determin'd in this Scrutiny, there may be 
fome reaſon to ſuſpect ſa quick a Reſolution; 1am apt to fear 
that- 
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derations dn. calily turn the Scales. And that indeed. which a- 
bnicth us herem, 1s * Thi it theſe gre flipt 1n {o de ex tacui and 
mixed in ſuch a man ner in our Diſpntations, that we cannce Gil- 
cover om, bat by ſtrong and frequent Reflections, 

Pnt let us put the Caſs Lat 2 43n who has an extranrdinary 
Light by the Knowledg of Tongues, and reading good Books 
may wade trough theſe 121: fcultjes, 19 15Ww 145 F2OUbis amo; 
theſe Per plexities > What thail we ifzy of to many common Per- ' 


ſons, who have not had, nor even beea in a Condition to have, 
! > J C þ3 . »”A we > Fo £3; a Þ a wi - A - - ON 
all theſe profitable Helps, I mean, ſo necellary tor the penetra- 
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propos'd, but only to the Learned ? o iT NOT as S Well addref} 
to the Iznorant,to Women,to Children, and to the poor unlearfh- 
ed Pefants ? Muſt we not rather fay, 1 "hat it 15 <Mprar {uci 
that it. tnrns its moſt favourable Aſpet? That: whilſt the 
Doctors are diſputing with great Earneſtnets tozctirer, about 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom off Heaven, the moft Simple do 
forcibly take it by the Ardour of their Zeal. Therefore what 
can we Point Out more contrary |to the Peace and Conſolation 
of theſe good and | 11mple Souls, than this great Diverſity of 
Opinions, ” of Sects, a nd of Rel: g10ns ? 

But if it ſhould be objected, That for want of reading, and 
1cceſſary Study to Search into the moſt Ciblime Myſteries of 
oo igion, theſe ordinary People would be content with what 

s mott plain and moſt clear in Chriſtian Doctrine, wich will 
affce to inſpire them with the Love of Virtne, and the fear of 
God; and will be capable to give them Peace of Conſcience, 
and all inward Conſolation neceſlary for them. I ſhall readily 
anſwer, that this. 15 all Ldemand, and to which I endeavour to 
reduce all Chrifttans in general. | The Chriſtian Religion 1s e- 
qually propoſed to all, and in the Diſtribution of its Graces, it 
make3 no Diſtindion between the Learned and the Ignorant : 
The High-towering Wit, and that which cr22ps among the 
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Vulgar ; as the Remedies and Medicines which Nature offers us, 
Work in the ſame manner upon Pertons of all Conditions and 
Degrees. So that to be a Man, ſuffices to qualify us for laying 
claim to the Advantages which Grace preſents to Us in the 
Dotrin of the Goſpel,: and to lay hold ofthe Aids which it gives 
us, to make Us Partakers of it. 

But ſhould it be likewiſe objected for the clearing this difh- 
cult Point, that thoſe who have not the Means and Advantage 
of penetrating into theſe Secrets, by a dcep Meditation, may 
conſult the Learned to reſolve them, in the - Choiſe which they 
thould make of a-2ood and ſare Opinion : Who does not fec,in tie 
Firſt place, that 1s not the way to draw them out of the Trou- 
ble, wherein they are, ſceing=they do not addreſs themiclves, 
bnt to Men who are not Infallible, and who may be pre-poilefled . 
with Prejudices, and have their particular Intereſts ;. ſo that they 
R121l Le always 1n Doubt, whether or no the Advice which was 
eiven them, proceeded not from fome other Principle than'tte 
Glory of God, and the Charity, and Dehkire of promoting the Sal- 
vation of Souls. Moreover, . ſhould this Addreſs be made to 
ſome of thoſe Dcfors who follow differcnt Opinions, under co- 
lour they aie obliged to examine all things, and retain what 1s 
beſt : Every one will alledg in Bis ewn Favour, all the moſt 
plaulible Re: {ons and £ ontiderations which he can, and many 
times thoſe that are lezſt valid, are moſt ſpecious. / fter this, 
can a Man cf mean Parts find out in kimfelf Light enough, and 
diſcermingto carry him through thoſe Difficulties, wich make a 
Separation amoneft Men of tar greater Parts, and more refined - 
Jadgments than his Own: 

Brt I|z{t-of ail, wnat ſhall we jay cf-the poor Labourer, or 
$£mple Tradeſrcan, who has ever been bred in a Country, where 
ſome one of ti.cie Sects prevails? We know, tit ſuch a Scat 
forces ti:ofſe of the © ountry pertectly to acquieſce if it : That 
it requires every one to ſubmit, withovt any Contiadiction, to 
ail that it ſhall preſcribe; That there are fome Sects, who ſuffer not 
their Followers to enter 11to- any Diſcufiion of what they Jay 
down to follow, and corapel them to a blind Obedience. As fer 
Fxample,what can a poor Sonl do,who has been born 4a the mid!t: 
of 7raly or Spain, where Reigns a moſt ſevere Inquitition, . or in 
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the fartheſt Parts of Denmark, or Sweedland, where are none-but 
Proteſtants, when he ſhall learn that there are other People elfe- 
where in great Numbers, who are called Chriſtians, boaſting 
themſclves to have Truth in its greateſt Purity, and doom all to 
Eternal Torments who are not of their Opinion *? Is it not cer- 
tain, that a poor Wretch in this] condition, not being able to 
have any Commerce, nor Conference with thoſe of whom he hath 
tezn told this, will have ſo much more Tronble in his Mind, by 
how much his Paſſion is greater that ſtirs up in him a Defire of 
his own Happineſs? Which makes us ſee the Neceſlity of bring- 
ing togetter all Chriſtians under one common Principle : And 
this Principle muſt contain Maxims, Eafte, Intelligible and In- 
diſputable. Tn a Word, this Principle mult be ſuch, that it may 
produce Peace and inward Comfort, and guide all the Faithful,by 
the Practice of Holineſs,. to the -Enjoyment of an Immortal 
, Crown. 
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The Second Efect of this Diviſion. 


T pat it deſtroys the Study of Holineſs, and eſpecially 
the Prattice of Charity. 


THE Principal Deſign of the Goſpel, ana I dare fay the 
d 1 only one, 1s to bring Men by the Knowledg of its Myſte- 
"ries, to the ſtudy of Virtue, and to conduct them by the Practice 
of this Virtue, to the Enjoyment of Pappineſs and Glory. $9 
that we may ſay, That the ſacred Chain- cf cur Salvation hath 
Three Links, to wit, the Knowledg of Truths, the Prattice of 
Virtues, and the Poſſeſſion of Happineſs. And if this Salvation 
be-compared to a Building , the Revelations cf the Guſpel may 
be ſaid to be the Foundation and Fats of it, Celeſtial Glory is 
the Covering, and Virtue that which joyns theſe Two Fxtrearas 
together, making us paſs from' the Knowledg to the .-Poſſcflion 
of the Qbje&t known, where all our Felicity reſides. - So that 
whatever gives any Impediment to.this Knowledg,. the fime ob- 
| | {ru&s 
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ſtru25 the Proarefs of Virtne, and ſtaggers the Hope of Felicity, 
The Firk receives no iow, wherefore the Two others iecl not 
the Imnrefiion. Ant th Þ feen 1n tnefe lamentable Diviti- 
_ 
ons, Which not only calf us ito Diſquiet , - 2s = been ſaid ; 
but allo in diturbing Mens Knowledg, they hinger Holineſs, 
and pervert the Practice of Chriſtizn Virtues. The principal 
Part-whereof, conliſts in tine Piety and Zeal, which we bring to 
the Sezrviceof God. And the principal exerciſe of Piety confilts 
in the Sacred Commerce, which the Faitifal entertain with ter 
God, by Prayer. So that wintſoever troubles our Prayer, |the 
frame brinzs a notable Prejudice to a Life of Holineſs. Hf, as St. 
ah 4 * Teaches ns C 1 Pet. 4. 4 te die gomettick Contentions, 
kicivariſ: from the want of Unity between Husband and Wife, 


are cana>1l2 to interrupt our Prayers, and blaſt the Fruit of this 
Avino Exerciſe; what ſhall we fay then of the Contentions 
jich divide the Chriſtian Church into ſo many different |So- 
cieties? How can we expect that onr Chriſtian Vows ſhould 
unice t25ether, to aſcend more readily to our common Father, 


Ep Rats, Ds, 4 724 '!7 
hit our Opinions, and con! & Aently our Inclinations remain 


VIalkiatc ONt DIRIUNSY 1: 
On? of the principal Means required for our right obſcrving 
of HoliacH, 15 the Repole and T TaRquL lity of the Soul : Sweet- 
neG alſo and Moderation are neceſſary, which maxe us look upon 
none any Prejudic ce, al ad tne engagement or particular 
If then ( as we have plainly ſhewed ) this Diviton 
hrows us into ſach Diſquietneſs and Tr ouble, every one may 
IC to the Notions 0 of true Piety. Is 1t not 
1d employ in the Study of Piety and 
71RIch we allow our ſelves for the exami- 
ning OE all tho: Qneſtions which divide us ; We ſhould quickly 
mike creat Prozreis in the Way which jeads to eternal Life! 
The Emperor Antomrinus exhorted thoſe who were delirous 
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t0 - Hg 12 the Practice of Moral Virtaes, to defiſt from the 
readins of Books, chiefly ſuch as treated of Philoſophy, as being 
only a = inderancy to their Defign. If, faid he, any ſhould per- 
{wade thee to read, do thou re y anſwer, I have| no 
time to bafie my Head aiout theſe thiags ; I have a greater and 
TA9re UnPortant A Fair in hand, which Tequires a Man's whole 
Attendance. 
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ay a My Buiineſs is to tame my Paſſions, and to mate 
1y felt every Day a more virtnous Man,. and to diſcharee n y 
Go Yal Duties. May we not in Ike manaer fay, to thefe o - 
rious Wits, Wao glve Up: themſelve intirely to ſuch thorry 
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[f Holineſs be no other ting than |a precaens Crown, compa» 


{ed of all Coriitian and EP Virtues, I believe there is none 
but will grart me that the faireſt Flower of that Crown is Cha- 


rity towards our Neighbour, wh! St. Pal cails the Bond of 
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Pertiection, Co. 2. Now C1115 Virtue conliits in loving cnr Neigh- 
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ner Into The 


Image of God ; that weenter both one _d the ori 
Communion of the ſame _ joty /, and that we are called to .be 
made Partakers together of one and the ſame Inheritance. This 
admirable Vittue is fo excclient, that|ſome, with good Reaſon, 
call-it the Soul of Religion, the Fountaia of a! other Virtues; 
or to {peak more properly, Virtue it ſelf, winch takes divers 
Names, according to the Diverſity of the Subjects whereon it 1s 
exerciſed. It is called Pis *Ly, When 1t 100KS up towards Hea- 
ven, to pay Homage to its Soveraign!, we call it Charity, wi en 
enclining towards the Earth, it ſtudies to do good to its Fel- 
low Servants : In a word, 1t receives the Names of othe T Vir- 
tues, as of Temperance, of Modeity, of Humility, &c. when 
iT is refiected back upon 1ts ſelf, by the Motions of that Legitt- 
mate Love, which it bears it felf. Therefore if this Monſter of 
Diviton be capavle to deſtroy Chakiry, which eſtabliſhes the 
Eſſence of Holineſs, it is manifeſt, that nothing can be concei- 
ved more prejudicial to Virtue, than'the Diſ-union and Altena- 
tion of Mens Minds: Ard as Charity propoſes nothing but 

Peace, Union, and Concor.l , for its|Aim is ſtraitly to tye the 

knots of a Holy Amity , there can nothing be ſo diametri- 
cally Oppolite 40 1t as Divigon, which cutting all theſe Knots, 


and 
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and breaking theſe ſacred. Bounds, does divide all that which 
fhould be moſt united. 

To confirm this Truth; Let us make a Parallel of the Effects 
of this Charity, which St. Paal thus reckons up, 1 Cor. 13. with 
thoſe which Divijion produces. Charity ts of a patient Spirit, 
Divitica is Turbulent and Unquiet : Charity is Kind an+boun- 
ttu!, Divifion only ſpreads Harred and Malice : Charity is not 
Envious,but Envy raigns particularly in Divitios, where each Par- 
reſpects the Oblization of t'eir proper Intereſts: Charity 1s 
C I [ſolmt, nor put ited wp with, Gl2ry, - whereas Divilion is 
2; Prout, and Infapportable it inſpires thoſe who poſ- 

t with a Dcire to abaſe and oppreſs others, 1f it be poſſi- 
ble, that hzy ma? raiſe np themſelves, and rule without Com- 
Ctr : Charity ſeeks not its own Ends, 1s not Diſpiteful, and 
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"off J8S Rao Evil. = 1il Qualities are the true Characters of 
Mvition, in which 1t hath no other End, than the Advance- 
22nt of 1ts own Party, tothe Detriment of all others. Cha- 
rity rejoyces 10t in Injuitice, but altogether in the Truth ; Di- 
vilion oppreiles the "1 rutn, and is never pleaſed, but with Un- 
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iahteouſnefs and V1 "ON *NCe : Charity Endures, Believes, Hopes, 
1] bears ail thinzs; Diviſion cauſes Suſpictons and Jezlonies to 
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ar!fe, gives 1 Inter pretations to Actions, and even to the moft 
imnocent Words, and drives us Into Paſſion and Impatience, 

nto Murmuring and Extravagancies. And to. draw the laſt 
Lino to this Parallel, God grant that as Charity never fails, but 
!» maintained 1n the very Ruin of all that which 15 moſt Glort- 
Cus, and moſt firm in Society; £5 on the other ſlide, by the 
Ruic of Contraries, that we may qui-kly fee this unhappy Di- 
vition vtterly decay and ceaſe, by a perfect uniting of all Chri- 


itijans. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Third EfFe& of this Diviſion. 
That it makes Men Irreligious, aud cauſes Atheiſm. 


N all Diviſions, which tear in pieces Kingdoms and Monar- 
chies, each Side at the firſt does boaſt by their Manifeſtoes 
and Decharations, that they took not up Arms but for the Pu- 
blick Good, and for maintaining the Crown and Authority of 
the Prince: And although thoſe Parties be fo contrary and averſe, 
that their Swords are drawn, and in a readineſs to decide their 
Quarrel, yet both of them have the confidence to alledge in 
their Vindication, the Juſtice of their Cauſe, and Intereſt of their 
Soveraign ; whilſt in the End, all ten@ to the utter ſab>yertion of 
the State, and total change of the Government. And it will 
many times happen in theſe Conteſts, that the moft Mntinous and 
moſt Seditious, do make themſelves Maſters of Sover algn Autho- 
rity. So 1s It ordinarily ſeen, that in the diviiion of Opinions 
in Religion, every one proteſts, thzt no other Argument or In- 
tereſt perſwades him to follow the Religion that he embraces, but 
the real Love of Truth, and detiire of his Salvation. All thoſe 
who would be the Promoters and Spreaders of ſome new Opint- 
on, ſhew an extraordinary Devotion and Zeal at the beginning, 

but by little and little all that degenerates, and all the Over tures 
which Divilion makes, ſerve but as fo many Doors, by which, at 
taft, Impiety, Irre ligion, and Atheiſm do flip in. ?Ti1s amidit 
theſe Differences that we common y ſee ſome new Religion thruft 
11 it ſelf among ns, which differs but very little from the diſ- 
claiming of all Religion. Tait fo was it by means of the divers 
Sets, which, heretofore ſprang up in the Church, that the Do- 
&iine of AMalomet Has taken ſnch k footing 11 the World every 
oa2 knows how wide the Divilion of the Eaſtern and Weitern 
Cliu; hes was at tht time. And I do not believe but that tne 
great Ctverlity of Judgments and Religions, which we foe at pre 
ſent in Chiiitianity, hath -b2en the cauſe of this coldncis ant 
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want of Devotion amonegit ns, in what we call Chriftian Society. 
Infomuch that Piety and Religion ſeem only to be left in fail An- 
thority amongſt Women, and the Vulgar. 

This Evil ariſes from hen: 'e, that the greateſt part of Men ei- 
ther cannot, Or will not give themſelves the trouble of ſearching 
into thoſe different Opin! ons, to determine which they might 
chit w itn; ſorthey ciooie rather to believe nothing amſolutely, 
titan to bealways in ſaſpence about what they ought to believe. 


As the great diverſity of Mediciacs, which are preſcribed tO A 
Patient, do very often maxge him refule ail, tinting! it d{tter TO 


reazn uP all to venture at Once, 1 rather tian ftand i long about 
maxing bis choice of tie Remedies wich are propoſed to him. 
Some 2o towards 1t, bat with Fact h a kintof negligence and na- 
:aral 4loath, that makes them apprehend a great deal of trouble 
in it: And theic eſteem it better to taſpead ail manner of Action, 
than undertake any thing, that reguires ſo much care and intenſ- 
xeſs of thoughr. concerning it. Theſe are like lazy Soul:ters, 
viho ſuffer tiemſ.lves tobe kill” d, rather than they*l couragvionily 
take up their Avms, and itand to their own Defence : Or thoſe 
who oat of a d:iperate Fury, thruſt a Dagger into their own 
kreaſts, for far, 1-{t their Eneiny is prefling upon them to 
45 it. 

"There are nthers win dare not venture vpn ths Tryal, 
throngh the diftrult they have of the Alelves, and of their own 
Power : ' They do not feel themC:ives ftronz enongh tolſultain 
j1-ha Weigar, nor able to breis throuzh ail thoſe Difficulties 
which they mect with. This oblizes foime blindly to foilow the 
fr{t rhar is pref-nred 03 ie1n, 1nd ſuter themizlives to -= led by 
thoſe w 10 PYccent my_ ave Skill herein z ſuppoling they are in 1 

g90 con:liti on, if ne7 punt themielves under the condutt or 

their Leavers. And-others ſtand NS CULLESs not Uaring to 2diere to 
any Parry, ouc of a diitruſt they bave of allſuch as offer them- 
{>1Y&5 TO : Jovs ; and this 1t 18 that cauſes Irreligionand Ati:cifimn. 
Yet are .tncr2 fome wiols Fanlt 1s not neglect of Exarining 
theſe Gt ru _ but the rrae Reaſon of it is, becaat? 
te are nt Indeed £2 abl of it. Sachare all Peaſants and Me- 
chanicks, ad Ot ren no know nothing more than what be- 
3375 tO Lacir A 2nd wa9, Sing taxen ou: of that, 
are 
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Part T. The Chriltan Reconciler. 5 
are aS if they were in an unknown Countrey, where they are 1g- 
norant both of the Ways and Language : It puts them to 4 
ſtand, as though they had neither 'Sence nor Motion : They maxC 
all their Devotion, and all the Service which they ſkould pay to 
God, to conſiſt in the well-obſerving theſe outward Actions of 
Religion in which they have been trained up. Wirneſs the poor 
Chriſtians of Aduſcovia, all whoſe Religion is no more than juit 
a ſhewing to thoſe who delire to be informed of their Belicf, the 
Image of ſome Saint, which they, carry about with them. And 
others alſo, who think that if they know but how to make tne 
Sign of the Croſs aright, may ipaſs for very good Chriſtians, 
Therefore, if, inſtead of puzzefiing our ſelves about ſo many 
Queſtions and Controveriies, we would ſtudy to bring. back the 
Chriſtian Doctrine to its true Principles, which are but few in 
Number, and cafie for all ſorts 'of Perſons to comprehend , it 
would be the ready way to make Trane Chriſtians, who would 
know what is really Eſſential in; their Doctrine, and fo would 
quickly be brought to a true Piety,and to the Fear of God, which 
15 the only Deſign of Chriſtian Religion. 
Here it may alſo be added, That this great diverſity of Opt- 
nions begets a ſtrange Prejudice in certain Spirits: For there 
are many who would make us believe, that Truth 1s fo evident 
and perceiveable, by all where it is reveaPd, that it ſhines as the 
Sun, Which dims the Light of all theother Stars. Wherefore 
they concJude, that if Chriftian Religion contains thoſe Saving 
Truths which came from God, were brought down from Heaven 
to Earth, and attended with Glory and Miracles, it would im- 
meclately obſcure with its Splendor al] ſeeming Truths, which 
ſtrive to have a counterfeit Lnftre'to refemble it. When there- 
fore they ſee that every one of theſe different Opinions upholds 
it {eit by ſach probable Reaſons, that many are ſtaggered art the 
coniideration of them : They cannot be pertwaded that this Gold 
is to be found in the Earth, becauſe it doth not immediately difſ- 
cover to them its glittering Light, And as they cannot conceive 
that 1t 1s fit for them to remain one Moment in ſuſpence for the 
ſeparating of Truth from Falſhood and Errour , «they forſake 
both one and the other, to ſecure themſelves from the Danger of 
being forced to a new Change : Thoſe Perſons would certainly 
Dy refuſe 
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refuſe to take a Sam of Money, (if offered them,)ont of a diſtruſt; 
that they ſhould not know the Coines, and that they ſhould not 
diſcern Faiſe Money from Good : Whence we may judge, how 
-aly cat the Prejadice 1s, which this Diviſion brings to Men's Salva- 
eo An w_—_ Deſign that under the _—— an Exact 


HAT. V. 


The Fourth EFe& of Diviſion. 


That it keeps back 8! thoſe who are without, and breeds i» 
them « Diſlike of Chriſtian Religion. 


{/ Jon preact.ing of the Goſpe], being as it were a publick Pro- 
clamation, to invite Men to liſt themſelves under the Enfigns . 
of Jeſus Chrift : It is undeniable, that whatſnever obſtruas this 
Holy Summons, 1s contrary to the intent and purpoſe of the Goſ- 
pel, and troubles the eſtabliſhment of the Eternal Reign of the 
Son of God; And this ſame is one of the principal effects of the 
Divilion of Chriſtizns. Thoſe who are without the bounds of 
Chriſtaniry, as Turks, Jews, and Pagans may juſtly reproach ns, 
with the want of a true under ſtanding r amonglt our ſelves. Re- 
ſ-Ive how to ſettle (will they ſay) your dilferent Opinions, be- 
fore you go about to perſwade us to follow you. Firſt unite 
your ſclves Sogether, and then we wil confider whether or n9 
we ſhall uaite with you. And lince Unity and Verity are inſe- 
parable ; How, in t11s great Difference of your Opinions, ſhall 
we be afſured that you will propound the Truth to 3? Ant cer- 
tainly there can bz nd greater Scandal to our Religion, in the 
Sight cf thoſe withont, than this deplorable Diviſion. The Siexr 
de {a Borlaye {| Chap. 8. ] In his Voyages t9 the Levant, ſaith, 
That the Tarks perceiving this vicious Exceſs of Strife, and 
multitu4e of Diviioasamonaſt Chriſtians, have confirmed them- 
ſelves, by this Means in thelr own way, and think God to be the 
Aychor of them. ?Tis by Reaſon of this, St Paul ſays {| Rom. 2.7] 
That 
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That the Name of God 1s deſpiſed, becauſe of us, among the Gentits. 
And yet the bad Lives, and Extrayagancies of particular Per- 
fons, do not bring fo much Prejudice fo Chriſtian Religion, 25 
the diverfity of Opinions In its DoErine. Of the Firft it may 
be ſaid, That theſe are but the Faults of certain Perſons, whole 
Profeflion i is not anſwerable to their Religien: That ut. at may 
be innocent, though they are criminal, who pretend to follow it. . 
But when the Evil 1s in the Opinions ; it may be thought ther 
the Defect is in the Doctrine it feif. So that they have ſome 
Reaſons to offer their Objections againſt it, and to ſuſpect the 
Truth of the whole. Therefore if it be the Purity of the DoRQ- . 
rine, rather than the Deportment of particular Perſons, that 
muſt draw us to one Communion ; without all queſtion, that 
which reſults from this Doctrine, will make a greater Impreſli- 
on upon Mens Spirits, than - that which only regards the Man- 
ners of ſome few Men. 

*Tis generally obſerved that things are not maintained, but by 
the Aid of that which firſt contributed to their Produftion. The 
ſame Influences of the Heavens,” which made thoſe Seeds ſprout 
up, that the Earth hath been intruſted with, ſerve hkewiſe to 
raiſe the Plants to their Perfections. Therefore ſome ambitious 
and nnſteady Brains have taken Occaſion by the Diviſion of 
Chri.tians, to give Birth to a Sect, witch hath utterly departed 
from the Fundamental Pr inciples of Chriſtian ity ; for it was by 
the Means of this Diſ-union, that a new Religion hath been 
formed, and a falſe Prophet : ihſtitured in the Roofn of the Eter- 
nal Son of God,who alone inſpirel all the true Prophets. It 1s not 
to be wondred then (ſuch Diviſions continuing 1n the Church) 
if theſe poor miſled Souls remain confirmel in their Opinions ; 
and fince that which firlt alienated them from us, {till remains, 
the Averiion which they have to our! Myſteries, remains likerrite. 
So long as-the Roman Armies were well united, that their Com- 
manders held a pzrtctt Underſtanding 2mongſt themſelves, and 
their Souldiers were kept in a true Obedience 2nd Submiſſion to 
their Orders, other Nat !07s endeavoured to procure their Am1- 
ty with great Eazerneſs; they eſteemed it a Glory to enter into 
Alliance with this People, and miny have made no Difficulty to 
x<ceire their Yoke, to whoſe Dominion, they thonght all others 
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ought to ſubmit : But ſo. ſoon as Miſunderſtandings happened 
between their Generals and Souldiers, and Revolts amongſt the 
Sn"ects, other States deſpiſed their Alliance, and-took up Armes 
againſt them, plainly ſeeing thar they were not Invincible, ſince 
they were ſ{nbject to Divifon. Juſt ſo,our Diſ-union makes ns an 
Object of the Contemnt and Averſion of all other People. After 
thts, can we think it ftrange, that ſo many Exhortations, Ser- 
mons, and Writings, which tave paſſed conunuail; amongſt 
Chriſtians, ſhonld make fo few real Profelites * 

In the Apoſtles Tim2, On2 Sermoa alone converted many 
Thouſands of Infidels to the Faith. Art the End of St Peter's 
Sermon, Three thouſand Souls, by Baptiſm ranged themſelves 
under the Standard of the Crofs. {| Act. 2. ] It was alſo at that 
{awe time that a!l Chrittians dwelt together with one common 
Accord, and had 4!! but oac Heart, and one Soul. Whereas at 
tis preſent, we drive back by our Divitons thoſe whom we 
1nvite by our Exnortations. But if it ſhould be objected, , That the 
C hurch makes now great Progreſs in the 1ndies ;, I dare ſay, with 
Pard3n.tor 'my Opinion, Tat theſe poor People have not yet 
attained to the Knowlede of our Diviizons,and that if they ſhould 
unce '[tand them, their Zcal would quickly wax cold,and all theſe 
Conqueſts wonld be of nolong continuance. 

When the Proteſtants firſt ſeparared from the Communion of 
the C hurch of Rome, {o long as they kept an Uniformity in their 
Opinions, they made marvellous Progreſs, the Union which was 
amoneſt thenf drew a great part of Europe to their Profeſſion : 
But { fon as they divided themſelves into ſeveral Branches, they 
have pur a Stop to their Conqueſts, and had no further thought, 
than to maintain theraſelves, hoth thoſe whom they have for- 
ſaken, and ſaci as have forſiken them. 

And it is not only from the 1] Example of this Divihon, that 
Stranzers to the Faith are driven from 1t: But they are d1{. 60- 
raged by the very Intrigues and Stratagems of the Chriſtians, 
who are ſo ſ:3arated and divided among themſelves. Thetr Dt- 
viſion creates fiich Animoitities one againſt the other, that they 
do their utmolt endeavour, ro hinder thoſe wao have an carrie 
of} deiire tro embrace Chriſtianity, from eatiing into any other 
Chriſtian Communion, but their own: | 

here 
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The-e ar2 otaers who go yet further, for they hold it as a true 
Maxim, That it 1s better for a Few or /Mahomeaan te perſiſt in 
his old Errour, than to thruſt himſelf into ſome of the Chriſtt- 
an Societies, wich they diſapprove. So that as it 1s impoflible 
for Iron equally drawn between two Loadſtones, to move either 
towards the one, or the other. $o theſe different Sollicitations 
which Chriſtians make to draw Infidels to them, leaves them 1n 
a Neutral State, not knowing, which Side to take, nor to which 
they ſhould determine their Judgments. 
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The Fifth EF<& of this Divition. 
Trouble in Charsh azd State, 


'He Evil of this Diviſion is not limited only to particular 
Perſons, bur all Societies, as well Ecclefiaſtical, as Civ:/, 

have ton great a feeling of it : For wedaily {ee ſtrange Tempelts 
happen in both, which had no other cauſe for the forming c£ 
them, than this fad Diſ-union. And has not the Church much 
reaſon to complain, that thoſe who are called her Children —_ 
tear out her Bowels ? That ſhe (can expect nothing but Dea 
even from thoſe to whom ſhe hath given Life? Since they to 
whom ſlie continnally adminiſters the Sacred Milk of her pure 
Doctrine, and of her wholeſome. Inſtructions, do give her {© 
many grievons Wounds, as they iorm Sects in her : In mMultiÞ! y- 
ng, they diſ-memyer Her, and cach ſtriving to draw her to their 
Side, at 1+{t nothing is ſen to remain, but her mangled and bro- 
ken Pieces. And what 1s more, thei? Goptoravle Re! IGUCs ct tie 
( hurch, Fave likewiſe been f5 miſerably handled, that fte is no 
longer to be known ; infomucn that i 


the N_” _ rather be taken 
for the Parts of ſome miſhapen Monliter, 


n for the Members 
of the Divine Spots of Teſts Corift, w 2 Ha the Blcod of ker 
dear Lord, and clotned with the PAcr ea Robe of his Rigitcout- 
neſs, 
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But that I may not be thought to aggravate theſe things, and 
T2iſs them with an Hy perbole : Let us but confider the preſent 
rice of the Church ; 1s it not true, that we ſhall have apc ado 


to meet any one of theſe Societies, which call themſelves x Church, 
aQd attribute the Truth folely to themſelve $, Where theſe 11] Cha- 
4cters are not to be ſeen ? Firf, a certain hizh co: acented Opi- 
vr of the Principles they nave embraced, which creates in them 

blind Perſwaſkon, withoat examining 1t, ' and whereof not any 
old ov pre can be or7en. Firth, Educ Aon, W orldly Inte- 


reſts, and oth Engazements of this Natnre, T9: gerner with a 
$1ad of Negls ce and Fear of being accounted in-onftant, and 
reds they fnonld turn to an other : Party : Thef: things, 

4-6 ordinarily a greater 1: afiuence fr the Eſtabliſhment of 


+ m Hi Their Reli: JON, UN 1 Reaſon oo Coniience have: All 
vhRICl , is followed by a certain Qdit1 LACY) nIt T5 call it Self-con- 
eitzdnefs, in maintaining their b-Þlicfk ar any rate whatſoever. 
Tere are T19fe who many thmes 00 tEaizard, on this Occaſion, 
that they nold deareit 1n tne World, evento their very Lives; 
wiich paſſes in every on_ of theſe Societies ,. for an Exquiſite 
Zeal, and an examplary Devotion. Nor Is hive any one of 
tae Sects, which has not a { one of its” onf:flors, and that 
cannot P: o1uce its Roil of Martyrs. Pnt how many are there 
of theſe Martyrs, who if they ad been demanded to give a Rea- 
©:10of the Doctrine, for which they mace [5 much conſtancy ap- 
2ear, would hive been graveiled, and have lir:l2 to anſwer, to 
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UE i= _ _ gh nent that night have been propoſed to them ? 


lany falfſ: Opinions are e maintained with aS much heat, as 


tne Tr Cue. "Aits [!]n:ions and Imnoſtures do mate as itronz Im- 


reffion yn2n our Spirits, as real O ects s. And this obſt; n4cy 


iraws after It an extr2im Av7eriion ts ali other Reliyvions, and 
2ven to a'l otyzer Cihrifin S5:jeties: Trcicher accniſes them! of 


4. 


lindnets, of Stanidity, Or or Malice. *Tis nothing eſe, fay 


{ 
they, but Flzthly intere[t, that i ens a Foundation of their DNo- 


ting: They reproach £220, that thetr Opinions are aſtagether 


1>fractive to true Pizry ; that they hurry Men into Superfticion 
224 £5 PAY r elie to LiDertin' fin or Atheiſm. And ſome 


? 
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278 278, Who ar? nated oat Þy cthers, as if they were f:1ghr- 
Moniter Iz aword, an; Protetation, or any Declaratt1n, 
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which they make, that it is the Dodrine they loath, and not tne 
Perſons who take it up: That it is the Errour they deteft,. hut 
that-they have Charity and Compaſſion, for ſuch as are miſ-led, ' 18 
enongh with them : Which yet ſhall never make me believe, but 
that the precedent Qualities are accompanied with a great Ant- 
moſity of Spirit, againſt thoſe who are not of the ſame Opinion. 
For how can we ſincerely love thoſe, whom we look upon as E- 
nemies to God, and Diſciples of Satan, whoſe Lot and Portion 
is Hell, where they ſhall be made a Prey to the Devils ? 

Are there not likewiſe very dreadful Examples, in what man- 
ner they have reciprocally treated one another, in thoſe places 
where they are mingled together ? The weak imploy ſuch Arms 
as are moft convenient againſt their Adverſaries, which are In- 
juries and Reproaches: The Powerful trait paſs to Action 3 
there 1s no Craft nor Subtilty, no Violence nor Cruelty, which 
theſe People ſer not a work, utterly to exterminate ſuch as fol- 
low a ditterent Profeſſion from theirs. The Roman Catholick 
perſeeutes the Proteftant, in thoſe Places where: he is ſtrongelt. 
The Proteſtant, he requites him where he has the Power and Au- 
thority in his own Hands. And amongſt Proteſtants, thoſe who 
are of different Opinions, are not treated more favourably. 

 Heretofore the Chriſtians complained much, that the Pa- 
£4#5 would force them to Sacrifice! to their gods, and quit their- 
Religion. [ Tertal. Apolog. 28. ] They grounded not their Com- 
plaint on any other Reaſon than this, that Religion, as they af- 
firmed, ought t5 be an Act of a pure and free Mind. But now 
a days, Ghriſtians do the ſame thing towards Chriſtians. We 
have ſeen times, where Tortures and the Crue'eſt Puniſhments, 
have been uſed by Chriſtians, for afftiting other Chriſtians, and 
for no other cauſe, but their not! being of the ſame Judgments 
and Periſwajions. | 

And now after this, who can take it ill that I have no m>re 
repreſented: the Churcb, 2s the Ship which the Son of God con- 
veyeth fafe amidſt rhe Storms wherewith ſhe is continually barter- 
ed, hut t9 the lamentable Wrecks of a Veſſel daiht in Pieces, not 
by the Rage and Fury of contrary Elements, but by the Negli- 
gence of rhoſe within her, and Miſunderitanding of her Con- 
duciors | 


E This 
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This Evil 15 alfo very communicative ; Tis like a Gangrene, 
which aever itays 11 one place, but corrupts all the Neighbouring 
P2rts : Safes, and all Bodies Politique are very ſenſible of the 
Effects of tins Diviton. We might ſay of this Evil, as of the 
2protie deſcribed by Aoſes, that it not only infeas Men, bat 
the very Towns and Places where they dwell. I 4are affirm, 
that of Thirty Wars, which have happened in Ezrepe, within 
theſe Hundred and Fitty Years, Five and Twenty have had the 
Differences of Religion for the Occaſions of them, or at leaſt, 
that they have cither been accompanied or followed by ſome In- 
tereſts of Relizion. If any would throw the Apple of Diſcord 
into a Nation, to trouble it, and raiſe Civil Wars at Home, to 
the End, that Foreigners might have an Opportunity of Attac- 
king it ; They need but uſe Means to cauſe ſome Differences to he 
moved abour tie Government of the Church ; Find ſome Fault 
with th: Ornaznents of the Altars ; Cloath in a diitzrent manner 
thoſe who are to Adminiſter Divine Service ; or 1atroduce ſome 
Diverſity 12 tae Liturgy, and 1n tne Publique Prayers. This will 
be ſufficient to diſfury the Peace of a Nation, and abſlately turn 
it uplide down. Examples of tis are fo freſh, and fo dreadful 
amongſt us, that I need not procuce them to confirm waar I lay 
before you. If we would favour the Redeliion of any Country, 
or back the Pretenfions of ſome Uſurper : *Tis but publiſkins 
that the Reaſon wiy we take up Arms ta their Favour, 15 togive 
Liberty to weak and tender Confciences, and to | 


nd To 52 Inſtrumental 
m giving poor diſtreled Chrittians a Freedom of Praying to God 
Almighty, and of performing all the Exercites of their Devotion 
Without Conftratac, There 1s nothing impoſithle to be effected 
ander this Sp f 
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Violence, waich on theſ: Occaſions they do not. Ureis up 1 the 
Cloak cf Picty and Zeal. 
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Aorcover, there are no Fewds to be compared to thoſe which 
ſpring from ths Hearts of Perſons diilenting in Reltgion : And 
till their Fewds ceaſe, and an Union be made, we muſt never ex- 


pcQ to {22 thar the States of Chriſtendom ſhould well agree to- 
getier, 
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Part I. The Chriian Reconctler. 23 
gether, torefiſt the Common Enemies of their Profefion, and put 
2 full Stop to their Progreſs, who never prevailed but by means 
of our Diviſions, nor advanced their Conqueſts bur 57 help ©f 
our Mif-underſtandings. If one only Place, as Candiz, fortiate 
in an Ifland, whoſe Inhabitonts were all Enemies to it coals ©. 
capable to withſtand, for ſo many Years, the wage Orton: 
Power; What-wontd it do, if the Armies of a'l Chrittians were 
joyned togerher to repreſs the Infolency of an Enemy, deteſting 
ſo muck the Name of a Chriſtian!? ?Tis nov m9 vifote that he 
had not been Victorious, but becauſe we did no: defend our ſelves: 
He gained no Ground, bnt mcerly for want of our Oppoficion ; 


\ 
ſelves. If we would all ſtir by Agreement, for the G] 


L11iw4t Lry O! Ou 
Common Maſter, and help to puſh forward what 3s already 13 


ſuccesfully begun, for advancing the Standard of Crit : Att 
thoſe Adventages which we promiſe our ſelves from tne Vieto- 
ries we gain over our Fellow-brethren, are net corparable ts 
thoſe which would accrue to us by our Conquelts of theſe braving 
Enemies. And let not thoſe Chriſtian Princes, whole Territeries 
ly far diſtant from Conftantinople, | flatter themſelves in their own 
Thoughts, with the Advantage of their Scituation ; for ſhould 
thoſe Frontiers, which ſerve at preſent for a Balwark to Chriften- 
dom, have been once maſtered by. the '77ks ( as of late they 
ſeemed in danger to b2) they might have forced a Pallage into 
the Heart of the moſe remote Countries. I with with aÞ my 
Heart , :that the Drums and Trumpets of theſe lniidels, may 
be a means to gather Us once more together, and be as a Signal 
to put us 1in mind of uniting our ſelves quickly, and labouring 
altogether for our- own Preſervatzon. 

In the laſt Place, this Conſideration may be added to the pre- 
cedent ones, to make ns ſee the Evil that this Diviſion cauſes in 
States. Let us ſuppoſe that in a Kingdom, or any other Chritti- 
an State, thoſe who govern it, ſhould perceive they have been 
miſtaken in the Opinion which they have held ; and that ſeeing 
they have not the Truth on their, ſide, they are in danger of 10- 
ling their Souls. 1 dare affirm, the Nature of this Diviſion is 
ſuch, that it would he very difficult, nay almoſt impoſſible to 
procure their own Salyation,- and the Salvation of thoſe who 
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are under their Authority ; the Intereſts of State are fo mixed 


and woven with thoſe of Religion ; the Intrigues and Alliances, 
which are made with thoſe of the ſame Communion, are ſo 
krong, thatin going about to ſepaxate them, it would endanger 
a lofg'of all. As for Example, If a King, who is a,Xoman Catho- 
ek, ſhould come to believe that the Foundations of his Religion 
are not ſound, that (as the Proteſtants alledg ) they contain 
certain Principles that are prejudicial to the Salvation of Souls. 

W ho does not conceive but that this Prince would meet with 
impregnable Difficulties in going about to ſet his Conſcience at 
reſt ? Is it not certain that ſo. ſoon as he ſhould: diſcoyer his 
Thonghts, Fis Subje&s would bc in Danger to riſe up in Rebelli- 
en againſt Him ? The whole Body of his State woeld endeavour 
to oppcſe his Detigns, and his Allies be apt to forſake l.im, to 
kde with that Party that ſtosld be againſt him ? The ſame might 
be ſaid of Proteſtant Princes. The Politicians, who oppoſe 
themfelves to any Change or Innovation in Religion , of what 
Nature foever it be : Who look upon it as a Flaine that muſt be 
quenched in the inftant, would ſtriye to render all the Endea- 
routs of a Prince unprofitable;thart thould have any ſack Theughts. 


Therefore by this 1t ts evident, that it is the Ground and Intereſt. 


of 21] Chriſtian States, to endeavour the healing of theſe Divili- 
ons; as well for their own Subliftence and Preſervation, as for 
the Safety and Quiet cf the Conſciences of thoſe who Govern 
them. | | 
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CHAP. 


That the Freme and Temper of Men's Minds doth much 
comribute to this Emil. 


\ 4 Hatſoever things poſe through the Hands of Men, 
V always favour of that Quality which is predomi- 

nant in them; as Waters take their TinEure from 
the Channels through which they run; if the Channels be impure, 
the Waiters quickly "loſe that Purity, which from the Fountain 
Head they derived. So Chriftian Do&rine, the ſame which was 
given us by the Son of God,and propoſed to us by his Apoſtles, 1s 


'za9{t.purc and moR Holy : But it has beea much abuſed by the ill . 
Qualities | 
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Oralities of ſuch as have handled it fince thoſe bleſſed Times : 
It tath paſſed tarough foul Hands, which have made it Ioſe much 
of its Original Beauty. The Univerſal Paſtion, and that whick 
chiefly raigns amongſt Men, 15 EF Vanity and Pride; aad -that like- 
wiſe is it, -which has glven tie firſt Soil to Chriſtian Doctrine. 
Toere have been fome, who have thought 1: too plain and toe 
courſe, tor WE ts All than the common Level. Every one 
of thoſe wh > have :aCied t NTT tO have ; any degree SPLINE 


Many have bs Mr 1 t 1ey yet py > to inter =ovy their Tide 
ments 1a the moft profoana My ſteries : z yea, ſome have been {9 
raiy and bold, as to 


 asS to add of their own Heads what they eſteemed 
n2cenary to its Periectisn : And this 1: 1s, that has given a be ein 
ning to the great Diverſity of Opinions, which are at this Da; 


12 Religion. 
Hen ce has it Cor? to paſs, t that ſome learned Doors having 
made the firſt Advance of their particular Opintons 1in Religion, 


Others having come afterwards ( tninking no leſs of themſelves 
than the ſormer ) have taken a Liberty of examining their Te- 
nents, and bave further thonght they were obliged to overthrow 
them, and eftabliſk others, by which Means they hoped to make 
themſelves famous, in being the Authors of a new Opinion, and 
Founders of a Sect. The firft carried by the fame Motive, which 
at the Beginning had induced them to propoſe new Dotrines, 
were not v7 iiling to recant them ; for it 1s nor ſo much the Per- 

faſhion of the <Truth of what they have broached , that obliges 
Men to Pe rſiit in it, as the Fear and Shame of difowning that 
which they have once aſſerted, and that New-commers ſhould 
be able to diſcover their Faults, and teach them any thing. Ss 
tha every one ſtanding up for their own Notions, and being 
unwilling to let themſelves be run down, and vanquiſhed : This 
Smpertine nt Setſ-conceitedneſs, has laid the Foundation 07 theſe 
great Diviſions. 

This Evil might in ſome Meaſure have been ſuffered , if Such 
had becn contented to declare their Opinions, as the meer Pro- 
ducts of humane Wit : And if particular Perſons keeping them 
within their own Breaſts, had left others the Liberty of exami- 
ning them, either to receive, or roject them, according to the 
Judgment 


- 
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Judgment that they fhould' make of 'them. But as when ſome 
thinking they want Credit to eſtabliſh what they are defirous to 
put in Practiſe, have commonly Recourſe to a ſuperiour Authority, 
whereby they procure that to pas in {their Favour, whica otFer- 
wiſe. would not have been confidered of : So ail Parties contend- 
ing 11 Matters of Religion, and not believing themſcives ſuffict- 
ently ſtrengthened by their own Reaſons and Authority, do pr 
ſently declare it to be the Intereſt of God, and his Cauſe, the 
they defend ; and every one of thei? particularly, p:otefts t 
whoſoever rejeas what he delivers,rejtcts the heavenly Dodcrine, 
throws down the Pilfars of Chriſtian Religion, walks out of the 
true Church, .and czpoics himfelf to Eternal Damnation. So that 
drawing thus ftraightly the Bonds which ſhould engage Men's 
Conſciencics in- their Parties, they have occationed particuler 
Animoſicies, - widened the Diviſion, and rendred the Evil more 
| tncurable. For whither will not the Wit of Man carry kim, 
when he thall be pofſeſled with an Opinion, that. whatſoever he 
daes, tends to the Glory of Gcd, and the Salvation of his own 
Soul ? | 
Thereare Two different ſorts of Spirits, to whom” the De- 
arine of the Goſpel is propoſed ; the Firlt are Eo!d and Active, 
the Second Timorous and always very Diitruitful of themſelves : 
The former caſily undertaking to eſtabliſh new Opinicns, and to 
give Beginning to Divition ; the latter contributed not a little 
to the fomenting and increaſing of it, | through their Timoroul- 
neſs and Facility, not daring to depart from what their Prede- 
ceſjors have preſcribed them. And as in Seditions, the Forward 
and Buſy Spirits are they which raiſe the Tumalts, and ftir vp 
others, while the Rabble being prepared by ſome artificial and 
plauſible Declaration, finiſh the Diforder by the Liberty: which 
they give themſelves, and is allowed them by the grand Muti- 
neers : So it is in Religion; tor tte ordinary People being natural- 
ly Ignorant, cannot hit upon the right way, but by chance; it 
mult be their greet good Fortune, or |to ſay better, a divine 
Conduct which mult guide them to it, and not any Choice or 
Search of their own. And yet the moſt inferiour fort of Peo-- 
ple are they that are fherceſt and moſt cager in maintaining the 
- Religion whuch they bl:ndly follow, and waereof th-1. for the 
| | moſe 
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28 PAX REDUX, oy, Part. I 1. 
moſt part have but little Knowledg and Underſtanding. Ter- 
reHian complains, in his Apology, That the: Pagars condemned 
the Doarin of the Chriſtians, which they were ignorant of : 
And how many Chriſtians are there now a days, who' condemn 
the Opinions of other Chriſtians, without knowing them ? ?Tis 
therefore from this popular and blind Pafſion, that the Grand 
Leaders, and Politick Heads of Factions, ſerve themſelves to 
{trengthen their Sides, advance their Deſigns, and take away all 
Means of Reconciliation becween Party and Party. 

Now theſe Heads of Sects, and all thoſe, who following their 
Principles, pretend to have a Share in their Glory, do play ano- 
ther Game, to attain more ea{tily to their Ends; which 1s this, 
They ſtrive many times to engage the Politicians 1n their Canſe, 
making them believe that their Doctrine 1s the moſt proper to 
rold the common Peonle 12 Su2jection, and in Obedience to their 
Snperionrs; that it prevents all manner of Inſurrections, Sedi- 
tior.s ind Rebellions. In cfte&, TI believe there is ſcarce any 
ect of Chriſtians, which docs not boaſt to heve this Advantage 
2tove others; they tax all thoſe who oppecſe their Tenents with 


. ailding upon fuch Foundations as are only fit to bring Diftur- 


22nce upon States, ard to alienate the Aﬀecions of Subjetts 
i:om their Princes; at leaſt they affirm, That others have Prin- 
ples which do not preſs home enough this Article, - Of the Obe- 


Gdience which 1s due to Magiſtrates. *Tis well known what the 


Reman Catholicks ſay of the Doctrine of the Proteſtants on this 
S39iect : ?Tis alfo well enoufn known on the other ſide, how 
he Proteſtants reproach them, by reaſon of the Power which 
they ſcem to give to a Foreign Nation to conquer ſuch as deny 
Shetience to the Pope's Authority. Whence it comes to pals, 
that according to the Face which the Polittcians ſet on theſe 
things, they favour thoſe whom they ſuppoſe d9 contribute moſt 
by their Dcectrine, to the Peace and Quiet of States, which 1s 
their Sove1aign Good. Likewiſe when a Religion is onee eſta- 
blikhed in any State, 1t15 the Prudence and Care of thoſ: who 
, that makes them ftrive to prevent any Change thereof, 
'yrean of the great Niforders which may ariſe from it. Therc- 
fnre thoſe Doctors who have no other Aim, than that of main- 
tuning the Opinions which they have cftabliiked or apy + 
40 
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'do their ntmoſt Endeavour to bring into Diſgrace, with the Ma- 
giſtrates of their Country, all of different Tenents from theirs. 
They make them believe that all who are not of the ſame Mind 

with them, go about to undermine the Foundations of Religion, 
that they might ſubſtitute another in its Room : Thus: by their 
Subtilty they arm the Secular Power, againft thoſe who would 
promote Dod@rines perchance more Innocent, or better Founded 


than theirs. '® 


GH AP. 


That there has never yet been made a true Diſtinftion is 
Chriſtian Religion, of what is realty Eſſential and Fux- 
dareental, and what 5s not. 


Lthough the Minds of thoſe who have embraced Chriftia- 
nity, may be diverlly diſpoſed ; yet they all agree in this 
one Point 3 That there are certain Doarines in Religion which 
are Efſential and Fundamenta], and others likewiſe of leſs Im- 
portance. They all 2cknowleds that there are ſome, from whick 
they cannot depart, without doing a manifeſt Prejudice to Reli- 
£10n,and to the Salvation of Sonls; and that there are alſo others , 
to which they may adhere without wounding their Conſciences. 
nt there conld never yet any Bonndaries be agreed on, which 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed for the right ſetling all People in their pro- 
per and natural Limits: Every one would make his own Opini- 
on paſs for Fundamental, and abſolutely neceſlary to Salvation, 
Whereas had we but well diſtinzniſhed hetwi::t thei two forts 
of Doctrines, had we but laid good Foungcations to keep theſe 
Tenets hereafter from Þeing confuſed, this Evil of whick we 
complain, might eaſily be remedied, and all Partics -might be 
Re-united, as I undertake to make appear to you in the Third 
Part of this Treatiſe. 

In the jycan time, who does not evidently ſee, that for want 
of knowing rightly how to diſtingmfh between theſe two forts 
of Docrines z- the greateſt part of the Diviſions which are a- 
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30 P AX =D UX; 0}, Part. IT. 
monegſt Chriſtians,is obſerved to ariſe ? How many Queſtions are 
there, as Unprofitable as Curious, which have made a ſeparation 
in Mens Judgments? Hew- many Perſons, without ever having 
examined or underſtood them, have ſided, ſome with one, and 
ſome with the other, only that they might not be ſuſpected to be 


without Religion, without Devotion, aad without Knowledg ? - 


How many Diſputes likewiſe are there which have no other 
Found@ion than certain difterent Terms and Expreſſions, whilit 
all agrez In t ne Subſtances, and make all their Quarrels but about 
Worcds ? ?T1s certain, that would they examine the Foundation 
of their Conte: ations, withont Paſſion, and without Prejudice,they 
would be aſhamed for having loft © much time, and expreſſed 
f5 much Heat about a thing which merited it not. Every one knows 
bow many Difpures the ſubject of Grace has cauſed amongſt tie 
Foman Catbolicks, *Tis well known with what ardour the Defen- 
Gers of an Irreſpettive Science, which they attributed to God, 
have maintained their Dottrine againſt thoſe who eſtabl:ſhed an 
Abſolute Decrce. TRY was that which formed two Parties a- 
mngs their Dotors: This Difference has continued, and is 

2newed in our time bei the  Fanſeri/fs and the Jeſus, al- 
though under other terms. There 1sno Ferfſon 1gnorant, nito 
what a degree of Divition they have come abour this bulineſs, 
and the ftrange Conſequences which are apprehended from 1t. 
Ia the mean time comes a new Doctor, who hath canſed the-Me- 
moires of Grace to. be Frinted, and manmtains that all the Diite- 
hor is but only in Words. He undertaxes to put an end to it, 
by jhowing that they all aerec 1n the Foundations, and are all-in 
the ſuns mind with St 4 aauftin, Fulgtitins, St T homas Aquinas, 
:# the School men, and the Counci] of Trex If it be ſo, who 
will not Tafpect, that the ike thing may not poſlibly have hap- 
prges INO.MAny. other points, wherein (to our misfortune) difle- 
rear Opinions have madea ſeparation and divition. 


1 p i2ce in the rank of Queltions, wuich-are not- eſſential and 


1damental in Religion, f4ch as are made abonrt the bulinefs of 


ic Gove: rnment of the Church, and the Ceremonies inſtituted 
for ruling the Extericur part of its Worſhip. For how much 
ir has been made Concerning thoſe things, which have no other 
ground, tian the general Rule propoſed by St Paul, namely, 
| 1 bat 
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That all things be done with Order and Decency in the Church | Tis 

ſafficient therefore, that in theſe Matters, we have always before 

- -our Eyes, that which may advance the Glory of God, and edific 
his Church. For indeed we may dreſs in a different manner, the 


proper means for obtaining ſo good an End. 

The Uſe and Application of this General! Rule, might be left 
to the Liberty of each particular Cherch, to do what they fhould 
judge moſt Expedient, according to the Circumſtances of the 
Place, Times, Diſpoſitions of Men's Spirits , and ſuch Ike. 
They ſkould only rake heed of I:troducing in theſe things ſome 
Practice, which might be directly 'oppoſite to any of the Eflen- 
tial and Fundamental Doctrines. Some require that the Teachers 
of the Church ſhould be Equal : and others would have a Supe- 
riority and Inferiority amongſt them. Some are for an outward 
Pomp in the Church ; and Others would have a great Plainneſs. 
Some. believe that. the Ornaments of the Places of Devotion 
create a Reſpe& to the Exerciſe: and Others think that the 
Meanneſs of the Place takes of the Thoughts of the Faithful 
from Material and Carnal Things, 'to lift them upward to Thoſe 
which are Ccoleſtial and Divinz. Some love Mukck, and the 
Sound of Melodious Inftruments in Divine Service; and Others 
object, that it diſturbs the Mind, and carries away the Devotion 
which ſhoald be fixt in thoſe Holy Places. Some are of Opinion 
that the Riches of the Clergy, their Train, and outward Pomp, 
24ins them the Veneration of the People, who are apt otherwiſe 


to Deſpiſe them : Others judge that tne Poverty and Simplicity . 


of the Miniſters of the Church, better accords with the Ge- 
nius of the Goſpel, and ape more faving Effects in the Minds 
of Men, than all Worldly Splendgur. 

It 15 in theſe. Kind of Oreſtiont and Differences, that I ſhall 
et you ſee, we ſhould bear one . with anothens for I hold, that 
there may happen Occaſions, where One of theſ? Practices may 
be moſt Expadient, and n 20ſt EGifying : and Others, or tht 
eng py Oppolite toit, may likewiſe prove of very great Bene- 
ts; always Provic i, tn2 COrdet and Decency be preſerved : 
- Mas maſt there be a Mura 2] Toleration amoag# Chriſtians, and 
a Charitable and Þ: atherly Support one towards another. 
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That Men have departed from the true Fundamentals of 
Chriſt:an Religion, to take up Others which have nothing 
of Solidity in them, and which pit theſe Diviſions 
amone ft Them. | 


*FT "IS a generally received Opinion amongit all Chriſtians, that, 

it is from God alone that we muſt have the Articles of 
our Faith, and the Rule of our Actions. They agree alſo.in this, 
that it iS in His Word, contained in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, that theſe two things are compriz'd ; and that it is from 
thence, as from Two Fountains, that they muſt be conveyed 
down to us. The Councils themſelves, namely thoſe which are 
called General, and to which. ſome Chrifttans do zttribnte as 
much Authority and Infallibility, as to the Holy Scriptures, them- 
ſzlves do confirm this Truth. For they nave never undertaken 
to decide any Point of Relizion, but Þy the Holy Scriptures ; 
They have concluded that they onght to aſcend up thither for 
eitabliſhing of any Dcctrine, which mult have Power al Antho- 
Tity amongit Chriſtians. And yet have we departed infenfibly 
from this Principle. We have quitted this faving Tenet, by at- 


have made finch Doctrinesas are meerly Humane, to pais crowded 
amongſt thoſe. which are handed down to us from God ; jnlt as 
they pur off falſe Money by making at glifter as much as may be, 
and then mixing it amonett fuch as 1s currant Coin, that it may 
not be ſuſpected. This 15 1t that has given Scope to Contentions, 
and afterwards b2cn the grand Cauſe of Diviiion. 

Some have been cf Opinion that whatſoever fpecious Pretencrs, 
and whatſoever plaulible Names have been given to tne Dectiinns 
of the moſt famous Aſſemblies, they are all this while bur E2- 
mane Sentiments, which ought to be examined before they be : 2- 
ceived. They afirm that they were but particular Men, w :9 
have propoſed their Opinions in ſuch Aﬀemblies ; ther many 
ms jn theſe Occaſions, tis the Credit, Readine(S of Wit, ancl 

Elogqueace, 
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Part. IT. The Chultian /$2conciler. 33 
Eloquence, or ſome force of Argument more Specious than So- 
lid, which makes their Opinions paſs for Articles of Faith. That 
thoſe particular Perſons who compoſe theſe Aſſemblies may be 
miſtaken, notwithſtanding all their Lights and Knowledg ; That 
by conſequence, a Company of them, how numerous ſoever 
they be, may be ſubject to Defects, and to the Errours of the 
Members whereof they are compoſed. Lafly, That the very 
Diverfity or Difference which is ſometimes found in the Decih- 
ens made by them, julttfhes enough their Opinion, and makes us 
fee thet all theſe Decilions are ſubject to Tryal. 

Others who are of a different Sence, maintain that without 
the Decifions of the Councils, we thould have but an imperfect 
Rule of our Belief. That the Holy Scriptures do not compre- 
hend all that which is tanght us in the Church. That there are 
alſo many things in the Holy Scriptures that have need of Ex- 
plaining and Igrterpretation. That on theſe Occaſions there 1s 
none to whom we can have better Recourſe, than to the Church, 
to whom God has promiſed the ordinary Condu& of his Spirit. 
That the Church cannot make her Yoice be better underſtood, and 
declare to us her Sence, in a faſhion! more Autheatick, than when 
ſhe is Repreſented, and as it were| United in theſe Solemn Af 
ſemblies.. They are perſwaded, that when ſuch an Aſſembly is 
lawfully gathered, it does of Right enjoy an Infallibility, equal 
to that of the Holy Scripture, and that it 1s God himſelf, who 
ſpcaks as much 1n one as the other. 

In the mean time both one and t!z2 other, agree in this Point, 
that the Scripture is Infallible, that it 1s the Foundation of the 
Truth, and the ſoveraign Rule of a!l Holineſs. The latter alſo 
nretend, that although they plead 1h favour of the Authority and 
Infaltitility of the Church, the7 find Argument enough 1a the 


Scriptures for maintaining their Doctrine, and confounding of . 


ErTOUr. 

nt let us, for- the preſent, lay by this Controverſy of the Au- 
thority of the Church, and return Hack to that Principle, which 
ail 2zxc2 on. It may be, we may | draw Rules and Directions 
enmgh from thence, ſo that we ſhonld not be oblized to enter 
npon; this other Diſpate; which ſhail be more particularly exa- 
235324 11 the. Third Part of £5 Tyeatife. . Let us therefore only 
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2.4 PAX REDUSX, 8, Part: T1. 
hear what Tertwlian ſays upon this Subject. - Apolog. Chap. 47. 


\Where giving 2 Reaſon of the Diviſions which he ſaw in his time 
about Chriftian Religion : He ſays, that, 7hofe who have ſeparated 
twemſelves from ths Comminion of the Church,” have 1s the doing it, 
violzted mer Fa: thto Feſus Chrift ;' For He 1t ts, that hatin raught wa 
the Rule of Truth, which he cauſed to be delruered to" us by thoſe holy 
Men, who had the Flaypineſs to hear his Word, and receive his Di- 
vire Inſtruftions , That all which is aot Co: :formable to That Rale, has 
been y ovented by new Detors, who came not till after thoſe blefſed Dj- 


ſeiples of the Son of G94, In this manner hath this worthy Man a- 


ſ-ended up to the very Fountain Head of this Evil, and diſcove- 
red the Original of thoſe miſerable Diviitons.. And St Argnftis 
Int! nat remarkable Paſſage Azaint Maximin the Arran, Let ws lay 
aftae ( ſaid he ) all P; Juices Þ w/c.) may conceive, I from the Coun- 
cil of Nice, and thou from ti-41 © Arminum — Rimius Let 2a. 
o*th One __ the Other, be gitzaed by t be A; roority of te Holy Serip- 
ine, which is 10 part cial WV; tnefs , viit 3s as well Commes to One, as to 
:2e Otner. 

Therefore, as when a Man hath once given way to fome dan- 
ZerAns Principle , 3 'hat Care ſoever he taxes to avoid the il 
Conſeq: 1ences thereo £1 he 1s ſure to fall infenfibly upon them. Like- 
wife 1 #harſoever Corrective m2y be brought for the taxing away 
trom the Antimony Irs malignant Qnalities, there ſhall neverthe- 
Sy break forth ſome ill Effects of it. pro ras Doctrine being, 
nce ſettled, thar Men mult be conſulced and followed, concern- 
137 5 OL FE; __ ve give them by lt che al little an Autho- 
ris, which 5 Bibs 12S Only to Him, who 15 Truth it ſelf. The 
Conf. U8ice of which is, That we h:come in a Condition of ac- 
quieſcing blindiy on wharſocyer me Caprichio's of Men can 12- 
Vent FH Marrers of Re link Mm. Every one belleves binfelf to hay 
23 much Rioht herein, a8 11S Comma: Tenre In ; Every one endeavours 
£53 FYike hts $ LCUEQT | Eitential Irne hs : 5 Evye- 
ry one cond-imns as Hergtis, "ny as { "Op out of tie Way of 
S 1: £25190, 11] roſe who do not ſabmic themſ:lves abſointely to 
Eacir Rule : In bru vt, os Ne Maintai 18, that The DE: 15 20 True 
Church, but that which receives the Opint ns, which tc has pro- 


n i 
11521, to whom alo wy beio1gs the Rizht of Goveraias all that 
£7 OS, 12 /* IJ 1 '}? ' al, 366 ql; 
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Fart. IT. The Chiftian Reconc(icr. 35. 


of attribating Infallibility to the Chir: , nevertheleſs they hold 
that they ought to ſubmit. to theſe L}-cions, at leaſt, if they 
themſelyes cannot paſs for Deciders. Ai which has mnch con- 
tributed to the forming of Diviſion, and to the fomenting it, 
after it 1s kindled. 


CHAT .15 


That the Diflike which has been had at the Simplicity of 
Chriſtian Religion, has been ax Occaſion, that Men have 
given it a different Aſpett from: that which it had iu its 
beginning. 


"Donot believe that there is any Chriſtian, who will not 
] agree with me, that Chriſtianity was never more pure, more 
Holy, nor more proper to induce its Profeflors to Vertue, than 
in its Birth. - That was a time wherein the ſaving Principles of 
_ the Goſpel, were only received from the Mouth 6f the Son of 
Goed, and from thoſe Holy Men whom he had inſpired. This 


was the true Golden Age of the Church, abonnding in Saints, in | 


Confeſſors, and in Martyrs. - And I believe that this Truth will 
alto be granted me, that then at that time, when Chriftian Reli- 
£101 was ſo pure, and exempt from |Erronr, its DoQrine was 
21ſo moſt Simple and moſt Naked : It was free from all thoſe 
Subtil Queſtions, which ſome cauſed to be ſtarted up in the ſuc- 


ceeding Ages... It was not ſubjected to the burthenſom Obſerva- - 


tion of ſo many Ceremonies, -which are as ſtrange Habits and Or- 
naments, wherewith 1t bas been 1ince cloathed. | | 


There are found amoneſt us two ſorts of Perſons, which have” 


much contributed to this Evil. The Firſt are thoſe ſab Spt- 
Tits, who belides their own natural Wit, are ſtill more refined 
in thz Schools-of the Philoſophers: The Second are fach as are 
Dleaſed at fome Show and Appearance, who have not yet been 
able to quir-the Inclinations, which the Work has inſpired them 


with, for theſe outward things, and who cannot forbear having ' 


tome Eftcem for the Pomp of the 7cwi$ and Pagan Ceremonies. 
The 
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The Firſt Sort have thonght that Chriſtian Religion would be 
much more conſidered , if it ſhonld contain many Myſteries, 
winch were obſcure and difficult ro comprehend ; Judging, that 
as Plainneis cauſ2s Conterapt, Obſcurity would gain it Reſpe& 
azd Veneratiou. They have formed Dithculties upon all the 
Points of Rel:zion, to exerciſe their Wits on:;' And to ſhew 
tne Skill and Learning, which they bring with them from the 
»ca00ls, they have caufed Doubts to ariſe from the Things which 
are moſt eafie and clear. In a word, they have- chanzed the 
Girriftian School, into a School of Pranglings and Difſpates : 
\Wiuch heretofore cauſed a certain Perſon to ſay, [That the Philoſs- 
phers ad been the Patriarch: of the Heretichs. 

The other Snytirits, who are for having ſome Shew in Religion, 
fancy, that if the Chriſtian Church, were but reduced into the 
Sunplicity which 1t had 1n its firſt Riſe, it would have but a Few 
otiowers. They fee Men naturally do love that which pleaſes 
:ne Senſes, and. winch conveys Devotion into the Heart, by the 
Eyes and Ears. It 1s fron tins Notion, that all theſe different 
Cremonics are crept in, whicn ve ſee practiſed among Chriſti- 
ans. Thy have retained Jewdaj/m, nay more, they have brought 
in ſach Pagaziſm, as they have deemed molt proper, to imprint, 
by outward Objects, fome inward Motives to jDevotion and Zeal. 
They have Imagined that they cond with Pront, make uſe of 
thoſ: Things, which the others aaſed. They have ſuppoſed , 
LAAL TRAD WHs Che Way to Sanctifie the prophane Veſlels of the E- 
7y3iars, and bring back that to 1ts true Uſe, winch nouriſhed the 
Pagan Superſtition. 

In the mean time, how ſpyecious ſever the Reaſons and Pre- 
rences are, which one, and the other atiedze in their own Favour:; 
Theſz are they, who have given the hrit Stroke to the Peace and 
Union of rhe Church. For if at firtt, they had religionlily kept 
themſelves. to the Small Number of Rules, which the Goſpel 
preſcribes us, they had never ſeparated into ſo many Sects, as 
have been formed, concerning ſuck Queſtions as the Curioſity of 
Men has cauſed to be raiſed. TJeſzs Chrift tells us, that his Yoke 
is exfie to bear. He invites All, even tothe very little Children, 
to believe in Him ; which he would not have done, if the Faith 
had certainly brought with 1t all thoſe abſtruce Rules and Myſte- 
ries, 


Part IT. The Chiiſtian Reconctler. Ty 
Ties, which are propoſed to ns now. . The Holy Scriptures do 
preſent but very few Doctrines, in compariſon of the Exhorta- 
tions to Virtue, which are there made us. And the Goſpeb1s not 
given us, but that we ſhould believe Feſzs to.be the AMﬀeyſias, and 
that in believing i it, we may have Life through his Name ; Joh.20. 
To be Lawfully Baptized, It is ſufficient to believe from the 
Heart, that Jeſus Chriſt 18 the Son of God, As 8. Saint Paw! 
reduces all his Preaching to this only Point ; That Jeſus Chrif 1s 
the Meſſias, foretold by the Prophets, that he was to be Crucithed, 
and Riſe again from the Dead, 4#s 17. The ſame reports, That 
the Extent of his Knowledge is to know Jeſus Chriſt, and Him 
Crucified. The Epiſtle to the H-bzews, requires not more of kim 
that would approach near to God, than the Knowledge of two 
Things; That there is One Ged ;| And that he is the Rewarder 
of thoſe who ſeek after Him. And St James makes Pure Religit- 
on, and Blameleſs hefore God, to conſift in Viiiting the Widow 
and Fatherleſs in their Affictions; and in keeping themſelves 
from being defiled hy this World. As if they would have aid, 
That the Principal Detizn of R-ligion is, to bend all ones Study 
to Sanctity, to. Purity, and to Charity. 

The Creed of the Apoſtles, ou whatſoever 1s Effential in 
the Rules of Chriſtian Relig:on , And what that teaches us 1s ſuf- 
ficient for the Conſolation of onr Souls, and to induce us to a 
Holy Life. Lertns but ex2mine all the Apologies cf the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, written on purp59ſe to diſcover their Opintons » ©! oligh- 
on: They jnſtife all that which I affert : They comp: <:end 
bunt a very few Articles of Faith, as concerning the Exiitence of 
God, the Incarnation of onr Lerd, his Birth, Life, Death” and 
Reſurrection. Hence it 1s that they have defended themſelves 
from tie Accuſations which were | brought againſt them ; That 
they tave reiifted the frrongeic Temptations, and ſuſtained with 
Courage the molt vi JENT Perſecutions. If _ had continued in 
that Courſe, and had not confaited the Schools of Plato and 4r1- 
Role, concerning the Rule $0f Religion, there had been no Chang 
54108 g Lnen bad tr:erc cen n9 Sepgrat; ON IN Chriſtianity. It = 
Vit of Man had nat »een Ambiriqus-to mix his own, with the 
Divias Oracies, tne Ciarrch would þ AVE {11 been 11 12S Innorcen- 
Cy, And 12.-16S Purliy :; Joh arc a:) theſs New Opinions, which 
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being deſtitute of the Evidence of Truth, have ſeparated Mens 


Spirits, and cauſed this Unhappy Diviſion. 

And as to this matter of Ceremonies, and Outward Show of 
the Church ; If they had conkidered them as Simple Ornaments, 
which are nothing of the Eſſtnce of Religion ; If they had not. 
multiplied them to ſo vaſta Number ; And if herein, they had 
kept up themicives to the Simplicity of their Prettice in the Pri- 
mitive Church : They had had no occation for any Conteſts con- 
cerning theſe Things, and every one might have eatily found 
wheiewithz] to be ſatisfied. Bur ſince they have without Mea- 
fnre, increaſed the Number of Ceremonies ; ſo: that they have 
nor left Chrittians the Liberty of making the leaſt Step in Reli- 
e16n, Without upholding It by tome Ceremony : They have punt. 
tings io a Iryal; Every cone has pretended to have a Right to 
{ptr his veace thereof, vw hich has made many to ſeparate, and 
miyen Gccafitn of DIvV1LON. 
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F_HE CreateſtT vi! wi kb reigns in'Society, 1s, That aright 

Li cion tas never been made between the Solid and 
Tivc Goc:s : and ti. fe which have no Foandation, but in the [- 
Natzin Lion oO Nan. We too often prefer a Worldly Interett 


before all tie drantazes cf the <cul, 2nd. the Hopes of that 
whi.h js t& come. SCmcdumnes all; aftcr a moſt wicked and de- 
© ar2 theſe wno inake Religion, and an Ap- 
rve for th, 2 Gb raining or prefrving ſome 
T mncr et : = - ranks C a9d.- infomuch, thar as It 15 from 
{1s Pon Intcreit, which C CnECRE 98S do ordinarily arlle ; 
10 mui 36t be thought TIRINEe 0 i Hy mixTt in Religion, ic 
cauſes SED: raticn and Divifion ther Religion 15 but the ſpect- 
ous Pretext which theſe People make - ufc of, for advancing, their 
Affairs, and cſtabliſhing their Fortunes 11 the World. Tis n 
MGU!© To them than an Accetlary LO attain tothe Principal, which 
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is. their aggrandizing and making themſelves Powerful. And 
fince it is not the Glory of God which they propoſe to them- 
ſelves in Religion, we mule not wonder, if God pzrmits Dii- 
cord to ruin a Delign, the Motives whereef are fo Vile and fo 


- Shamefwl. 


When a Religion 1s once eſtabliſhed in a State, -»the mo#- do 


not examine whether or nolt be well founded 1n its Rules ; and - 
whether it contribute to the Silyation of ail, or no. Every one 


conſults whether or no the Profeſſion which is made therenf,, may 
be accommodated to the poſture of his own Afairs, and to the 
ſubiiſtence of his Family. The | moit principal Perſons of the 
State think they ought to maintain 1t againft ail others, at what 
Price ſoever. They think, that (if they ſhould leave to Private 
Men a Liberty of Examining it, there would happen a great 
deal of Trouble by the Contradiction of thoſe win mizht OP- 
poſe it. So that It 15 not at ail any Pious Motive, witch incit2s 
them to inaintain that Religion which bears the Wav, but an In- 
tereſt meerly PSlitique and \Worldly. lt is not the Advancement 
of God's Glory, and Detence oft the Truth, which they pro- 
poſe to themſelves: * Tis their own Advancement, which they 


- endeavour to manaze by the Rules of Humane Prudence ; al 


this Prudence ordinarily ſuggeſts to them, not to exerciſe an; 
but an outward Devotion, for the Attainiag of r2eir En 1s. 
Whence it comes to paſs that G9d, curling this Conduct, Pur- 
mts, in deſpight of all their Prude: Ce, ſme Bold Spirits to 
ariſe up amongſt them, who Iireely diſcover their Opinions : : 
daringly publiſh the Defedts of that Religion, which bears f© 
much Sway, make themſelves Heads of Factions, and ſow Div1- 
fions, not oaly in Religion, but likewiſe in the State. I leave it 
to thoſe who have bur the leait inſight into the Hiltory of our 
Times, to make Proof of this Truth, by Examples known to 
every One. 

The Intereſts of private Perſoas do not work with IeS power 
on their Spirits, than the Intereſts of a Stat2 hutis the Politi- 
tians who govern 1t : Ani i thetr Paſſions likewiſe do nat contri- 
bute leſs to theſe Diſorders ani PNivifions in matters of Reiizion. 
How many 'are there, wio count to citiblii themlelres 1 i 
Country, where divers Reltzio2s are tolerated, do preſently 
G 2 Guoltion 
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queſtion which of theſe Religions they ought to follow ; where- 
upon they coniult this kind of Prudence, which obliges them t6 
find out that Profeſſion, which is the probablefſt to turn beſt to 
account. If there be any great Man in the State, and they ex- 
pect ſome Support or Protection trom Him; they take ſpecial 
care not to«throiv themſelves into any Communion which their 
ProtcQor ſhall not approve of. They particularly encline to en- 
g27e themſelves in the Religion of the Prince, whom they ate 
more afra1d of cftending, than their own Conſciences. 

Others tliere are likewiſe, who although they fee oae of thefe 
Communions leſs conliderable in the State than the other is, by 
reaſon of its Weakneſs and ſmall Number of Followers, will not 
yet forbear to liſt themſclves there, meerly for ſome Carnal In- 
tireſt: *Tis very often Ambition, and the detire of Rule, which 
carries them thither ; they hope to acquire more Reputation, in 
having ſome eminent Employment in a fimple Barge, than if they 
were thruit amongtt ordinary Seamen 1n a gregt* Fleet. They 
make a large Preamble to th:{2 of their Party, telling them 2 
fine Story how they are diinteretſed, and diſcugaged of all tings 
that may recelve a Temptation, and might make them hope fir 
«a1y Advantage in the World. They declare that they have pre- 
ferred a Religion abandoned and pertecuted, before one where- 
in they mizhr have kad ſaHicient Pronts and Advancements ; and 
if the; obtain not ſpeedily what they aimed at, they let them 
know that they are powerfuily folicited to forſake them, and 
that their falling off wil cauſe a conitderable Rent amonglt 
them. | 

Theſ: Pople draw falſe Concluſions. from their falſe Princi- 
ples, as if Ambition and Self-incerelt did not many times work 
by occult \Ways, and under falfe Pretences ; and as thongh Men 
travelled not ſometimes to a Vain Glory by back Ways, and to 
zdvance their Aﬀairs in tie World, under the Mask of Zeal 
and Devotion ; and theſe are chieti, fach as make the greateſt 
Noiſe in their Society : Theſe are they who are the molt Zea- 

ns in Appearance: They who declarm moſt highly againſt fach 
Aas do not approve of their Party : Laſtly, Theſe are they, who 
contribute moſt of all to Divition ; to ſtrengthen, in f1vour of it, 
a Body whereof they would make themielves Maſters ; So that 
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In the choice of a Religion, Men dv ordinarily take that whict: 
is clear contrary to the Precept of Feſ#s Chrijt. They do not, 
above all things, ſeek the Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs there- 
of : But they ſeek every other thing befors that which is moſt 
important. 

We ſhould not only prefer God's Intereſt and Glory before our 
Temporal Advantages, but we ojght not to delire thoſe very 
Advantages, but for the Glory of God, and our own Salvation : 
and leave the whole Diſpoſal thereof to the Providence of Him, 
who takes particular Care of the leaſt Creatures. Theſe People 
on the contrary are very inquiſitive to know in what way of 
Worliup they may live molt commodioniiy with 2ll their Fami- 
Iv ; afterwards they inform themſelves, and feex about on all 
ſides, by what Means ſoever to widen their Conſciences, _ 
ito) they may gratify, without Trouble or Remorſe, the Paſo 
which rules them. 

After that, Judge if theſe Men ( fo diſpoſed ) are not 1n a 
Condition, blindl; to follow thoſe, to whom Ty have Mins 
themſclies: If they who move nor; but by ſuch ill Principles,ar 
pot capable of being made Subjet to whatſoever ſhall be defir ol 
of them, tO advance their own Society, and ruin others. Hence 
ir is that all thoſe dangerous Prejudices do ariſe, which are in 
Religion, lke a thick "Cloud, that obſcures the Underitanding. 
This 1t 1s, taat hinders us from diſcover 9 tre Truth, and from 
working by the Motives cf a fincere Charity. After once 4 par- 
ticular lnteri{ hath taken place 1n our Syirits, it excludes all 
others from thence. 1t cannot ſuffer any Concurrent ; and, if 
we be ſometines obliged to take in any other Intereſts, it 1s but 
upon Conditim, that they ſhall be fubjcet to that which was firtt 
{rated 1g our Fearts and Aﬀections. 
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Chaiſtian Reconciler. 
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Of the proper Means to Re-unite all Chriſti- 


ans into one ſole Communion. 
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for putting 4 Remedy ta the Emil of this Diviſion. 


we. have undertaken the! Cure; After having made - 

known the Extent, the Depth, and the Conſequences 3 

found out the Canfes, and traced them up to their very Source z 
Order directs us £9 come to the Remedies which are requiſite to 
the curing thereof; Ent before we propoſe them, it will not 
be: at all from thae-Parpoſe, to fay ſomething of Thoſe which hi- 
therto have been Unprofitably employed therein, And I do not 
| wonder 


f -- Frer having conſidered the Nature of this Evil, whereof 


—- A 


4 PAX ;REDURX, ot, Part ITT 


Y 


757 ior that we cotld never yet ſee any Succeſs of whatſoever has 
v22n done, for ſtopping the courſe of { great Diſorder. Men 


-gve alw2%s built vpn this wrong Foundation, that this Evil 
-23 of it ſelf Incureavle, and that therefore they could only ſtu- 
ay how they might ſtop the conrſe of its moſt pernicions Symp- 
r5M5. They have believel it was bnt like goin? about to ſave a 
Sick Porfons Lif2, that was given over by the Phyſicians. They 
1>r>r thouzht of a Means of reduring all the Societies of Chri- 
{2923 1269 One. They rave 1m125:incd that the Difference of their 
; 1121075 was too Great, and concerning Matters too Impor- 
"int ever t9 bring 1t @Hout, thit all the Ends ſhould be made to 
-122t tozether, They have fanciel thar the Alienation of Mens 
*1:213 was to2 Inveterate, the Prejulices too many, and the In- 
ereſts too different and too deeply rooted, reaſonably to hope, 
- at eicher One, or orher, would make the firſt Advance towards 
©: an £7reement. , Infomnch that Every one has ſuppoſed it 
733 enongh for himto ſtrengthen himſelf in his Opinions, and 
72 eta"!ih them by good Reat'ns, and to weaken thoſe which 
i” o7P3fite tothem, that they may draw to their Sides, ſuch as 


. ihonl 1 raja them. 


It i5 on this Foundation, that all thoſe have hitherto worked, 
tn whom God has beſtowed eny great Talents, and who have 
had any Nam? in Divinity. Ailtheſe Diſputes, Conferences, 
1nd Volumes of Controverfies are not employed, but to this 
nd, namily, To maintain the TNoctrine, which they have em- 
braced, and to induce cthers tn the receiving cf It. 

knt in this, all theſ> Great In-onventences have never been 
confidere] ; That thoſe very fame who write, and whodiſpnte 
with ſo mach Heat and Sn>tiley, are many times as much byaſſed 
a3 others, ani their Paſſions are as Violenr 2s 10ſe 11 (vulgar Per- 
fons ; That ofc times they alledg? on both Sides very Specious 
Re:ſons, and ſuch 2s cauſe new Difficulties to ariſe, of which 
they cannot eaſily clear themſ-lves ; That all Private Perfons 
have not the Time, and Conveniences requiſite, to be able to 
r244 over theſe kind of \Writinzs, and hear theſe Diſputes 
That of thoſe likewiſe who are 1n a Con-lition to apply them- 
{c}ves hereto, there are but few who bring not ſome Strong Con- 
ceipis ia Favour of thoſe Opinions, whica they have — 

| ore 
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before. Infomuch that on theſe Occaſions, we ſee but few, whos 
five notall the Applauſe to the Dottors of their Communion, and 
eſteem not the Others, but as confuted and baffled Teachers. So 
as 1 dare boldly fay, that all theſe Writings, and all theſe Diſ- 
putes, being far off from producing any good Eftects, ſhall but 
cauſe the Minds of Men to be more wedded to their Opinions F 
and remove them further off from any Sincere Reconciliation. 
Let us fay then with St A»guſtine, EPR 122, That this Evil has 
more nced of Tears, and *Lamentin Ng, than of large Writiags 
and great Vojunms. And maay times the Diſcourſes which have 
been us'd for obliging the vanquiihted to follow another Profeſſi- 
ON, ” ave ſerved but ſtill more to animate the Parties, and fortifi 
them in their Separation. 

Ther refer e many ſeeing the ſmall Succeſs of this Remedy; which 
has been endeavoured, have jadged thar they ought to change 
their Method, and work the Cure afrer another way. For effect- 
ing of which, they have d:ſtinguiftred between ſuch Societies of 
Chriſtians, whom they have be lieved to have groſs and CY 
Opinions z and others whom they ſfappoſed not to lye in {og 
Errour. As to the firſt, - they have e 2iven them over as Sick Part 
ſons, in ſo deplorablcea Condition, that-their Diſcaſe is ſtronger 
than all Remedies : Bur they have made ſome Steps towards the 

Affiftance of tie latter ; They have offered them a Hand of Re- 
CONCILALION, An: d _ them hope to meet together, -jn certain 
Terms and Expreſtions, whe renn they ſhould gr ce. 
This 15 It, that ail note have endex voured, who have hitherto 
applyed themfeives to the Re-nniting of the Cathoti ICKs, and Pro- 
teitants. This is the way which 1 they have followed, who would 
have agreed the okovus s with rhe Caluinijts, and Theſe again 
with the Arminia, and Others who are 70ne out of their Com- 
munion. And yet after a WV orld) of Trouble, and Writings 
cOMPoIed ON £118 St i9ject, theie Deſigns wy Praves abzrtive,and 

wofe Ef 14s un) orofi table. For not. to fay any thing of the Di- 
| [n&tion which they makxe betweer pernicious DoEtrines, and 
thoſe which are not D. pate is only contriv'd by their own 
SENLLMENTS, and whereby they are already pre-engaged.) Is it 
not true, (as I have obſerved in the Preface,) that they are Par- 
ticular Realty that have flipt in, and diverted the Bleſſing of 
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God, from 2 Defſizn, where another End was purſi'd,than that of 
bis Glory? As alſo that they have rather endeavoured herein to lull 
all-e1, and give ſome kind of preſent Eaſe to this Evil, than tc 
Cure it perfectly by any effectual Remedy. | 

There has been made a certain Mixture of DoGrines, and z 
Compoſition of Things which can never be Incorporated toge-- 
ther z whereas they ought to have laboured to purifie Chriſtian 
Religion, and ſeparate it from that Mixture of all Strange things, 
and bring it back to its firſt Simplicity. Indeed they have failed 
herein, for want of looking up to the Fountain-Head of this E- 
vil, to diſcover what firſt made tius Separation among Chrifti- 
ans, of what Communion ſoever tzey be. We ought therefore, 
{fince It is {o, to find out a Means how to propound to all Chriiti- 
ans in general, ſomething wherewitn to fattsfie them in the Over- 
tires which ſha!] be made them, and cauſe them all to naderſtand 
the Intereſt whicn they nove to Re-unite themſelves into-one and 
the ſame. Principle. 

[a ſhort, Some thereare wao bave fancied, that Conncils, and 
General Aſſemblies might put a good Period io this EvH, . by their 
Authority, and great. Learning ; bat many times Intereſts and 
prejudicate Opintons reign as well in theſe Aﬀemylies, as amongſt 
the particular Perſons which compoſe them. - For. we ordinarily 
ſee, that theſz kind of Conipanies make Mens Spirits more obſti- 
nate in tneir ar{t Sentiments, 2nd cauſe a lefS Diſpoiition in them 
10 an Agreement. Ws ice befides, that theſe ſamic Alſemblies 
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are very {cldoim formed, but under the Authority of one of the 
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2ts of Chriſtians, and that whatſoever is propoſed therein, 15 
5 Fortifie them the more agaiufſe. others, and to fix them more 
2nd more 1n their firft Opinions. This is that which has cauſed 
miny abfolutely to rejz& all Aflemplics of .this Kind, and has 
betn the Croand. cf -that common Saving, that Every Genera! 
Pouncii ergers a War, Therefore for the Right Management of 
this Defign, all Chriſtians generaily. ſhould agree together upon 
a! t21ugs which regard their common Gocd ; they ſhould all work 
pn the ſane Principle. and if they convene any Afﬀlembly for 
the attaining to fo good an End, no Chriſtian Society. ſhould be 
ſuffered to prevail by its Authority, and Power over ite relt : 


ut all ould have the. Liberty of propoſing their Opinions, to 
Fes Þ: 
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be —_— determined by that which ſhall be- for the Common 
 \Good. 


- *.,- CH API 
The Firſt Means. 


To lay aſide all Prejudices againſt Others, and to throw off all 
Particular Intereſts, that ſo nothing may be propoſed b TL7 
- but the Glory of God, ans the Salvation of Sous. 


E have already ſhewn, that there is nothing ruins more 
the Peace of the Church, than the Intereſt of Particular 
Perſons. That the greateſt Obſtruction to this Re-union, is our 
Prejudice againſt other Societies, which in time ſtrengthens our 
pre-conceived Opinions. Therefore what we ſhould do out of 
band for the Succeſsful carrying on of this good Deſign, is,to caſt 
off all particular Intereſts,and all theſe Prejudices; I mean,not te 
own any, but the true and lawful Intereſts, that all of us may 
meet in one Point, which is that of the Glory of God, our own 
Salvation, and the Good of thoſe with whom we dehire to be re- 
joyned. ' And it is farther requiſite, to lay aſide all thoſe Pre- 
poſſefhons of Spirit, which may render vs Je inclinable to thoſe 
Propoſitions of Peace, that may be offered us. And I am per- 
| ſwaded, that were we free from ſuch Pre-engagements and Pre- 
jndices, we ſhould favourably kearken to all Overtures of Recon= 
ciliation which ſhould be made us. 

As for the Lawful Intereſts which I ſpeak of, and are fit to be 
. propoſed in this Aﬀair, they are ſuch as have no Regard to any 

Imaginary Good, but are Real, Solid, and Effential to Man. 
Alfo this ſame Good is never ſeparated from the Intereſts of the 
Glory of God, and the Eſtabliſhment of Truth. 

I exclude therefore out of the Rank of Right Motives, which 
ſhould guide us in the Search of the True Chriſtianity : Firft of 
all, whatſoever has relation to the Advantages and Commodities 
of the preſent Lite. I put into this Number thoſe which reſpect 
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Honours, Riches, Pleaſures, and 2» LOO 15 the Objctt of any 


& mg 
Carnal Defire. And hither 1 aifo refer whatſoever contributes 
to the ſatisfaction of our inordi or Pailions, where they, revolt 
from the' Obedience which they owe ro Reaſon. 1am certain 
that this Principle will be approved Þby every one: There is no 
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Man choca will not confets that things Wo Glitz NT CEN Never f5= 
matcÞ*d together. All will agree in this-General Tizc/s, that, As 


theres NO Unis betwi xt Lizkt and Darkneſs, C we cannot joyn 
the: ftrict Huligefs of the CaleFizl Doctrine, wit 
Liberty of our Pa Tons. 
Eat there often flip in certe'n_parti-ular Interc{ts; - theiw 
Deng more 5xret, and fich as pats more dexteroutiy nider the 
FAVOUTr f fome crueios | k i 
erate and. Turbu- 
tent Zeal in Men, which becauiz it foeras.exompet fromthe ſs ocher 
J ; 


Erol Intorefts, OE whi 1 vie have hen LYRAKING, CHey d Dear 

as though they had only Fiety for their aule and Meaturclin all 

ther Motions. ?Þis for the mott part. obſerve). thar ci; Zeg] 

ts nothing but 2 meer- Ob#h#4cy 2nd Seif-conceitedneS,. yebich 

can never depart from ther who It hath once revolved. | This 

Intereſt, - which ordinarily ariſes either from Iznorance, fom £1 
; x 
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fore {> lons as they find any Appearance, r Probability, they 
e 14S with the Prudes os yo abandon thein. [ 
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felled with this Opinion, that they could not forbear fewing a 
leſs Eſteem of ſuch as had embraced their Sentimeats, than of 
thoſe who had ſtill perſilted in the contrary Party. 

To theſe ſpecious Intereſts I m1 yet add one more, and that 
ts 2 Diſpoſition of -Spir:t, :w;li.z we find many to have, who 


- be cing entred into 2 Con union, velieve it would be a Shameful 


Thing, thoald it be faid of. them, that they have examined their 
Feeligion too Late. They tmagine, that ſhould they confeſs the; 
have continu man Errour to theſe Years, and that they had 
never in all this time perceived the weakneſs of their former 
Profcliion, Peopie would take all the ret to be want of Diſcre- 


tion, Trrehgon, and Impicty. | To flatter themſelves herein, - 


they endeavour: to make ſome kind of Superhcial Confideration, 
which they have made of the Rules of their Sect, paſs for an ex- 
a&t aad profound Search into the Reaſons of their Felief. After 
WHICH, they MALNTUN IT with CH — as not at all doubting, 
ut that they are 17 the ri; Fnt Wa) 

There are {ome Others, who are dire© tiy Oppokte to thoſe, of 
whom I have nov Þbec; a ſpeak ing; Theſe. are tnch as are. Incon- 
ftant, and | bid Defiance to > what er they have formerly. be- 
lieved ; wh9 1nagiuiec that all nov Opinons, Which are propoſed 
to the! 7 are {ar better than thoſe wherein they have been broug; ;t 
ur. They are like thoſc of with 2 a Ancient ſays, that our of 
Fear. <5 CY NSxe vi THC Prucjence confi{t in following EvvVery 
Of nei Cort cel, PBUC LACEY OW 1 £O tne {e £111 Norons 5; PITIES 3 it Res 
[12 :9N, EMUTace tne ir OP1N19ns WHICA Are Propau! ade: | ro them, 
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and prefer always ner Doarines , above thoſe which were re- 
coived before. - We frould therefore check all thei bad Inclina- 
 * wich Nature, Edecation,j Age, I2norance, an 4 Example 
Mz Y-£ £ & Us * - Eh WW 5:3 Tit we! Than s hr 0 U1n7 Gne or tnclz YoU T5, © 
tha! ne | þ 32 7 8D $1 a 14 (_ ondition to enterta! [1 the rr 2} 2[1t19 . 2ns.of an 
 Agrce&ncnr. All theſe Pro} ml ions will at- the firit Inftant 2D 

Deer Suſpicious £0 t and i lat we inall 00% LACIN ab{ointely., 
Aﬀer this, to de viel, we mull} cal C away L v2 18 ail thofe un- 
haDny OS agarnlt oth te F3, and High COnNCEL 255 Of. our OWN 
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je&ts,upon which they ſhonld make their judgment. They are pain- 
ted Glaſſes, which repreſent to us all we look on, the clear con- 
trary way, as dyed with their own colour, © How: would yan 
have a Man, whoſe Spirit is filled with an infinite. number-of 
Ideas, npon which he 1s already fixed, be able, after this, to 
make room for thoſe which are Oppoſite to them, although they 
are really more effe&ual to his Salvation ? They muſt be all 
excluded to compare them together without Prejudice; they muſt 
be ſeen Naked, and that beld, whick hall be judged moſt Reaſona- 
ble. 

There has been not long fince propoſed, in Philoſophy, an 
excellent way of right Diſputing, and keeping” a direct Courſe 
for arching ont the Truth. They ſay,that for effecting of this, 
all pre-conceived Opinions, and Pre-poileſſions of Spirit muſt be 
abCtutcly caſt away. That then they muſt not take up any, but 
the moſt plain Notions, and fuch Propoutions as cannot be quar- 
reiled at by any who have the leaſt uſe of Reaſon. Why then 
cannot we imitate this manner of procedure in Religion ? Can 
we not for a while ſet alide all thefe Opinions, which we defend- 
ed heretofore with ſo much Eagerneſs and Heat, to examine them 
afterwards more freely, and without any Patlion, holding cloſely 
to our common Principle which 1s the Holy Scripture? Can we 
not without any Prejudice look npon the Foundations of Religion, 
which all they who are called Chriitians do generally acknowlede, 
and the Principles which they al! agree upon ! Would it not be 
an infallible means to know with a difinterefted Mind, how we 
ſhould advance? in a right way, and how we might build upon a 
folid Foundation, and fuch as ſhould be approved by every 
one ? 

My deſire therefore is, that theſe Prejudices and ſtrong Fancies 
of our own Opinions may be guitted, which bind us in a Religj- 
oa, rather by falſe Appearanees, than by Judzment and Reaſon. 
Hence is it that ſome boaſt of their Antiquity, the Succeſſion of 
their Paſtors, the Government of their Communion, their Tem- 
poral Advantages, the Riches, Splendour and Magnifience of 
their Temples, and Ornaments. Hence 1s It that others glory 
in their Plainneſs, and the Smalneſs of their Number, the Con- 
tzmpt which is made of them in Society, and other things of this 
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Nature, which the World cannot relifh. Laftly, there are others 
extalling the Knowledg and Talents of their Doctors ; the Sandti- 
ty; Aufſterity. and Mortifications of their :Yotaries, the Zeal of 
their Martyrs; and other Exteriour Things, and Accidentals to 
Religion. For it may ſo happen, that all theſe may meet in Soci- 
eties, which are not approved of by theſe, who boaſt of them, 
as fo many Titles-in their Favour. 

There are likewiſe fome; who, although they ſeem not to re- 
zard any thing, but Religtn, by putting away whatſoever is 
not Eflential to 1t, yet cannot forbear falling into Prejudices and 
Errours of aangerour Conſequence. Snch are thoſe who believe 
that their Dodrine is to be preferred before others, by reaſon of 
the Number of the Learned Men which defend it, the Arguments 
with which they appear to be ſupported, and the Great Motions 
of Virtue which they ieem to inſpire. They corifider not that 
afl theſe things may be alſo obſerved in the Societies, whoſe 
Defrine they do not approve: That at lealt the Followers of 
the Reſt might make a like Judgment of their Dodrine, ſeeing 
the Friends of eachof them are pre-poſſeſled vith Reaſons in fa-. - 
your of their Own. | 

We onghttheretore for a while to caſt off all theſe particular 
Sentiments; which form the divers Societies of Chriſtians; in 
ſuch manner... that it ſhonld not be the Authority of any One a- 
monegſt them, that thould bear ſway. over the Reſt ; but the ſole 
Infalliblc Rule of Fruth; which is the Word'of God : For, ſee- 
ing That 1s univerſally received by all Chriſtians, there ought to 
be no difficulty, in ſubmitting to whatſoever it clearly teaches ns. 
This being fo, how can we doubt of tie Blefling of God; upon 
ſuch an Enterpr1ze, fince we haye no other thing tor our Intereſt, 
than.his Glory ; for our Rate, than his Word ; and for our End, 
than our Salvation. . | 
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That we ſhould not have for our Direction, more than One 


apr aud general PO— Rue, for all Chriſtians to 
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we mult bez free from all obſtinat9 Pre ces; I mean not 
thereby, the eſtabliſhing of an Indifer: ence, and leaving Mens 
minds in a Suſpence, without knowing what to refolve on. ?Tis 
only to render many unſure Fonndations, ſu! pected, and to ſearch 
out fer _ which may be Firm and Solid, and which the whole 
World ſhoald agree to be ſo. Now there is but One of this Na- 
ture, and that is the Sacred Wore of God, which ne hath given 
11 by t be Miniſtry of his Servants. He hath 1 EIVCN £115 © -xprelly 
to be the Rule, both of our Faith, and all our Actions, in what 
acerns his Service. 

Ana it 1s tooevident that all do not agree on Other Matters. 
All do not hold that the Church ts Infailble. All do not acknow- 
ds, that there 1s an Unwritten Word, which is of as much 
Authority, as that which is the Writings vf the Prophets and 
Apoſtles. A!tuo not pretend thet we mult be guided by that, 
whic! h the Hoiy Gnoſlt ſhall dictate, by ks. Secret Motions in the 
Hearts of the Faithful. Bar all Chriſtians, with _ og eption, 
hold, that God ſpeaking to us in his Holy Word, be Har- 
zencd to, and that we mauſlt Obey him without. any ” Ref ICH121N, 
if, befides tis, there ſhall be fonnd any Confeſlion of Faith, 
woich has been drawn from the Holy Scriptures, and drawn in 
fach a Manner, as that it retains a Dofkrine (> pure, that all 

Goriftians may ſecurely receive ic: It may very well be joyned 
veitch this Word, dehvered to us from God. nd fach, in my 
Opinions the Apoliics Creed © racre never having been hitherto, 
as 
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as I have ever heard, any Chriſtian who denyed to entertain it, 
as being an Extract and Compendium of the Goſpel. And, if 
that had been well practiſed, which the Council of Chalcedsz en- 
joyned, of not adding any other Doctrine to this Symbole, we 
had never ſcen Chr iſtianity divided into fo many Sects, as-at pre- 
{ent It 1s. | 

I ſhall not here undertake to prove the D:vinity of this Holy 
Writing ; as having now only to do with Chriſtians, who all 
acknowledgeit. This is a thing that I may poſit bly bandlein the 
third Treauie, which I have pro! miſed to publiſh, in the Preface 
to this Piece. For my Deſign therein 1s, to let all People of the 
Worli ſee the Advantages of the Chriſtian Religion above others : 
I ſhall alſo there endeavour to give to every one, a Means of look- 
ing into it withour theſe obſtinate Prejudices, which would cer- 
tainly make us reject any Doctrine, how tending ſoever to our 
Salvation. | 

At the preſent , me-thinks, for the working with Succeſs to- 
wards 2 good Re-union, we ſhould riſe to a Principle wherein 
we all agree; It would be a very good Step towards a Peace . 
when we ſhould ind a Subject wherein we could wy Unite.” Fory 
according, to that Univerſal Maxim, Things which agree in 1 
Tiara, agrce aifo rogether. If therefore we all receive the Word 
of Ged, as our Soveraign Rule ; might we not probably hope, 
that we way be Re-united in other things, which are but De- 
pendances on that ; eſpecially, if after we have caſt away from 
us all our Pailtons, and PrejudicatF Op we bring only 
v1th usa true Zeal, and an ardent Char ity ? - Moreover, being 
periwaded that the Doctrine conteined in theſe Holy Scriptures 
15 Di vine, TRat it is True, that it is Infa] tle, and rnat It 1s Per- 
tecily Holy, we fnall without doubt concinde, that it 1s our So- 
Feraign Rule: That it preicribes to us what we ſhould All be- 
lieve, and recetve tor our Salvation. | And as this Word expreily 
torbids us to Add, Diminiſh, or Alter any thing in the Doctrine 
warich it lays open to us, we ſhonld look upon all other Poatrines 
received in any other Society of Chriftians, as very Suſpicious : 
We [NO0 1G not receive them, tiil after a careful E's: mination cf 
them, and npon Sure Conditions, how Spectous foever the Pre- 
rences were, under. which they would m maxe them to paſs to us 

1 Althougn 


194 


4 « 
. 
A ee er Ee EE CEE STI Ee TI 


4 4 UE EE As eh ID eCt wore rea 


Irs nr er ro 


— 


” PAX REDURX, o, DPartIT, 


Althongh they fhould give them to us meerly as Explications, 1}- 
luſtrations, and: Conſequences drawn from this Word : We 
ar%4 however look upon them, but as Eſlays 5 of -Man' S Wit, . 
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Cr ! that we-had but made known, with a little Diligence a- 
monglſt Chriſtians, the Value of this important Principle, as we 
have ſown tae Secds £i Divition ; that we had avcuied unpro- 
table Oneiaons and Diſputes ; and had made Chriftian Religion 
ealie and ntolicitle, as carctnily as Particular Doctors have ta- 
kei upon them the liberty of Expouncing the Scripture; Every 
One FRLIINg iT THC Serce wich is Gemirr, Or Tatner his. Capricious 
Fancy, or [atercit inggeired to him : Every one heving drawn 
the Conictuences from It. WoneR moſt Madre 1113 A (£10NS ! 
Nay, end witrout an KINg £ | teavourcd to 
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ſpeaking in his Word. It 1s thus, that the great Perſons have 


practiſed, who lived in the moſt pure Age of the Church. They : 


have ever confined their Minds to the Holy Scriptures, as to the 
only Foundation of our Faith, and of our Salvation. 
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The Third Means. 


Rightly to diſlinguiſh between the DofFrines, which the 
Haly Scriptures prop fe to be believed by Trae Chriſti- 
Ans; ind what Regards only the Ostward Government of 
the Church, and its Ceremonies. | 


"His Sacred Word, which we have faid 1s the only Fonnda 
tion of the Chnnrches Sub bititence, and of the Union of its 
Members, offers three Sorts of' Things to be learnt by us. It 
dechres , Ficſt, witat we are| to believe, for the Peace of 


onr Contcienc RY and for cOtaining Selvation, and Eternal Life. 
It teaches vs next,w nat IClutes tothe Government of the C] wWrch, 
11 the Exe rciſ of its Diſcipiine,! and in the outward Practice of 


1s Ceremonies. * And I ally, I. gives us ſaving Precepts, wich 
{-rve for the "DtBion of 0: r Liycs, and Manners ; Nor only to 
be the ontward Guide of our Actions, and of our Words: Bat 
alſo of onr Afﬀcctions, Inclin2tions; and moſt fecret Motions of 
our Souls. This Piullaction bein vil effabliihed, and ell its 
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All EO ge that theſe [15yS are not meerly eſtabliſhed to- 


us to ES m the mals Crt 7 howghrs — Inclinationnf our 


Hearts, to the Purity and Sanfity which they command. After 
this we need not aay other Rule, than that Abridgment of rhe 
aw, which the Son of G2d vas reduced to theſe two admiravle 
Precents; To love God with 1 our Aiections z and oor Netgh- 
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keeping alway s within the Bounds of Decency, and Order, Fer, 
beſides, that the Scripture ey thus declared it felf herenpon : 
The Nature of the Thing ſcems palpably to lead us to the 
fame. 

There 1s no Fody, who dars not put a great difference betwee 
that wich 15 Efſenti J! 4 ) + ihing,,| and that which is meerly Acche 
dental. Ail acknoyledye, it is en the preſervation of the Firft, 
that the ſubſiſtence of its Subject does abſolately depend ; that it 


can be very well ves wo without the Second, and that alſo 


more conveniently. Likewiſe that we ſhould act quite otherwiſe 
for the Firſt, than we ſhould for the Other. So, to preterve 
Health, or to recover It, though we ſtrictly obſerve the Dict 
which is abſolutely requifite, we can freely and without prejn- 
dice, change the Reliſkes and Linctures, which we give to the 
Four : and to the Medicines. 
This being once well ſettied, every one ſees how unreaſonable 
a thing 1 would be, to ſeparate about the occaſion of any Diffe- 
rence, which might happen in Outward Matters, and Acciden- 
t my LO Religion. "Should there be an iy Schiſm 1n the Church con- 
cerning the Order which is to be amonglt its Governours { Mnit 
this Hay Union be broken, becauſe ſame would have the Church 
be governed by Biſhops, and others would have an Equality a- 
mongltt 1ts Paitors ? Mnſt we, becauſe of ſome iverfity in the 
Habits cf thoſe wo 0 officiate in the Cnurch 1, brexk the Knot which 
ſhould tye all Chriſtians tozether? Kit} aſt © that for the Orna- 


ments of the Tomples; the Poſture Ve rerein private Perfons 
ſhould be, Gurino tie Ads of Devetion, 2ad other ſack Cere- 
monics, the Peace of the Charc b ſhonld dls B+ cd, "ng oy Unity 
of its Mcemizers ! Has not the Pri n:mve Church m2 ent 
par, that there was no fi matter of Scrupie ,- when it freely 
c:anged the Practice, according 45 02 Times WY Occations re- 
q red it ? Did not Tetalinn, ondof its PTincipz} Dectors, teach 
u3, that tie Rule of Fitch contirining firm and conſtant, other 
things which regard tn2 Dzilipline, do { metres ſuffer altera- 
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mode? Have they at all Times, and in all Plares re-cived the 
He ly Euchariſt after the ſame faſnion, as to their outward Ge- 
itures ? _ there not always been great Dive ty in the Prac- 
tice of theſe things,And can we not 1 {till be able to ſafer It, with- 
Cut heli force4-10 5e Para te and Dii-member the Chur ch. as we 
do at this mre{cenr time 

I confeks that 17 certain 1 Ceremo3'cs, ſyme things may fall out 


To = prectited, WW; hi bh WW onld <q Gil : ectly « 1929 IS; ie [Lf] th Is Erand A!) }One al 
Points of Religion. But-it would! 02 E111 to give a Remedy to 


F115 Evil tllowing 7 the Order which [ feral | Pro po 2. We ſhould 

I k back to the very Precenr it ieit, pon w nich we 
10uld all Jzree together; For 1f welt: accord im What concerns 
the Dectrine, we fhall find nu great Gilhculty to accord, or at 
lea! A: ina charitahie jucgment in the Uſe of the Ceremo- 
n7. If wewere once but w e 


P_ 
cy 

4 
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xe: 
| Re-united together, 11 the Opi- 
0088 hh ves h1ve of th -T 5 Srine, Lam ailured, that 
we ſhovld bear with one another, mm things witch are not of 

T ve joyned in the Majin Efieniial Matters, 
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2 E176 Lis BEapPPy MEATS Os CEATE MIUIT Ordaer- 
tnecdiately, with greet care, the 
1 £ 3 hats, Firſt, 
Diſtinftion be made berween what ſerves for the 
o0nQuct of the AGtons of true Eclievers, and the Eſ- 
internal Concern of a good Chriftian :  Nexr, that we 
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more profitable and more commotious for them. 
This Diverſity mait not. alter the Peace of the Church. It is 
not juſt, thar agrecing together 11 the elential Points,we ſhould 
q break the Bonds of our Amity, for things which are not 
| eſſential. How many Brothers are —_ who althou: 2h they be 


of difterent Employ ments, yet for 211 this leave not off their li- - 


ay 
ving together as Br OUNer? 3, and making up one aud the ſame 
Fat! nily. | would therefore have an Accomodation made herein 
according t9 theCaſtoms and PraCtices of the Places in which they 


live.Thact in all parts, vrhece they it mould Inhabit and Sojourn,they 


might be ſubject co the Communit) of Chriſtians, which ftould be 
EY L A -} F <. CC 43 

there eltablii ſhed, wichour Condemn! 12 or Blaming other Cuſtoms. 

That we {hc a!ld rather behe Ve clara taat every one has fol- 


lowed herein the Order which has been ſuppoſed to be moſt con- 


venient, and mott requilit to Salvation 3 ſeeing that ſtill the 
Principle which is- comprehended in few Articles; continues 
firin. 

Thus St Pax! was accuſtomed; to do, 1 Cer. 10. 33. Endea- 
U2:iriug to tleafe, and accommoaate ell mattcrs, Witt | ſeeking after 
pay la &r Convenicnces, but only the Salvatina of many. and wal 
he ſaw any who would be Contentious in theſe things, He only 
anſwered them thus, 1 Cor. . 114 16. WH te have 0 ft $i Cuftons. 
Showing that it argues a Contentious Spirit, -and 4n Enem y to 
the Peace of the Church, to be unwilling to follow, Order and 
4 Cutom in thuigs of this Nature. We hould alw ays fix here 
"th That we ought not, barely upon account of human [nfitoriods 

to ſeparate one from another, ſeeing we break with thoſe who 
zmbrace the fame Doctriue which we ao, cicarly taught us in the 
| Word of God, nnder pretence that they have not the ſame 
| F2f2Rice with vs 10 the outward part of. Religion. 
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1he Fourth Meanes. 


179 diſtinguiſh between that which the Scripture prope ofes ts 
oo to believe, as Dofrine of Saltation: that which it 
aelivers to us, es Hiſtories of dane which have Jer {1's 
e: : and that which it reports to n,a5 Prediflions of 1 hings 
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Oilowing the diitinfmon made 1n the foreg2ing C! Pres of 
all the things Which are propoſed to us 1h the Ho! ly SCrip- 
ture: We muit hi it examine what 1t declares to us, as T ruths, 


which the true Believer ongnt to receive by Faith. Theſe are 
not allof a like Natire ; and mult alſo bz carey wy __ 12ufhed, 


Lo taxe away likewie all canſe of Contention ainong Cl niſtians. 
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nerally rccetve as unqueſttionable Trutins, whatſoever God Ras 
revenied t9 45 11 his Word, Wheretin there are many things 
whick ſhould not, neither can tney g1ve any matter of Conten- 
L0N, much IcfS of Divilkon. 

As for Example, the Hiitorical B.CLALIONS of the Holy Scrip- 
LES 2 11th y TCCELVe Them, as Cer- 
tan and indubitable ; and if rhere be a 1y diverfity of Opinions 
LDON Uny Q mo cables of Chronology ; That Mould not cauſe a Se- 
parztion in the Church ; The Opi: 1ions may be left to the L 1erty 
oi particular Perſons, to fo.low therein, what they thall judze 
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moſt. probable. I fay = ſame of Interpretations that may be 
given to ſome obſcure paſlages, which ſhould not cauſe any Di- 
viſion, be the diverity never ſogreat, which 1s there met with. 
There 1s bnt one ſole occaiion for allowing It, _ that 1s, Waen 


a particular Interpreta tion overthrows ſome one of the Funda- 
] ; ined” 


mental Doctrines, or that they would make it w pzſs, as Liiuvec 
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without Prejudice to Salvation, and without breaking the Unio 

which is h21 with thoſe of contrary Opinions. 

As to what concerns fature Prediciions, neither ougnt Theſe 
| Vi | ulzce, we are all in 
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vent they muſt be looked npon with that _—_ —— 43 
= cauſes naturaily a Silence. Fory yet if any think t} e cſp) d 
{ame Light, they may net their Thought 1 with N an 
thouid rather propoſe ir a CT 0::J3RCure, t24n as a ccrtain D2- - 
= | Erine. For truly there 1s nCt21in;; | 
to the Peace of the Church, as the defire of na«i 
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wpon Thiazes forctold, for con7ant Truths. There needs bit a 
Fore *U Opinion of tnelc Propneies, to {tir up a wil 18 NAEtion 00 
tumult, + 9 &17turd the Peace of States, ang ruin tne Unicy 
which ſhould be amonaft Chriitizns. The Examples Cf this, are 
AS Wei Wan 'n, aS they are Dreaaiul to Conkder. There mi-znt 
fome kind of Paraile] he made berween this Refiettion, and toe 
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Part ITT, The Chriſtian Beconcite® 67 
* I cannot now abſolutely diſapprove the Diftin&ion, which all 
Doctors make in this matter, and of which I hare already ſpo- 
ken. If I acknowledg there be in Reltzion ſome important Pre- 
epts, Elffential, Fundamental, and neceſſary to Salvation ; I ac- 
knowleds therein a alfo others, lefs itmpartant, which m1gnt DEW 
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alone, as where ſome Error may {lipin ; Yet UNS MAY wu don 
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To which I may in the firſt place ſay, That if there ſhould be 
no other End propoſed herein, than this, of Labouring for the 
Glory of God, and the Peace of his Church, it might be hoped 
that he would ſecond with his Grace, fo laudable a Defign. It 
is to attend his Work, it ts to eſtabliſh his Reign in the World, 
It is to build up his Houſe. What ? will he refuſe the Succours 
of his Grace, to thoſe who ſhall have no other aim, but his pro- 
per Intereſts ? Therefore when we ſhall meet with Difficuities , 
which we cannot Remedy npon the ſuddain, we ſhould not for 
that be diſcouraged, Mt expe&t from the goodneſs of God, the 
Succeſs of fo Pious an Enterprize. It muſt not be thought ſtrange, 
it at preſent God has left Chriſtians as deſtitute of the Graces, 
which he ſhowered down in the firſt times of Chriſtianity. His 


Spirit 1s not to be found among Tempeſts, and amidſt Whirl- 


winds: How ſhould it be among Chriſtians,divided into ſo many 
Sedts, and animated with the Spirit of Divifion, which reigns by 
Paſſion and Violence ? So ſoon as Charity is awakened, we ſhall 
then labour for the Common Peace : That Spirit which was com- 
municated to the firft Diſciples, who were met together with 
One Accord, in One Place, will Inſpire us in fach manner, that 
this great Defign will go forwards beyond all our Hopes. 

In the mean time, ſeeing that God does not forbid us the en- 
deavonring to make his Glory ſhine, with thfs ſmall Stock of 
Prudence, which we have recetved from his Grace. I ſuppoſe 
we might happily proceed after-this order in our Deſign. 

[It would be neceffary, with all ſpeed to cauſe to be diſperſed, 
Writings of this Tenor, in divers Languages, and ſend them 
into ali Places, where there fhall be any Chriſtians, of what Pro- 
feflion ſoeyer they be. - This would ſerve to undeceive an infi- 
nite numher of pre-poſſefſed Spirits, and make them hope for 
the Succeſs of an Enterprize, which hitherto has been ſuppoſed 
impoſlible to finiſh. This would waken in divers places many 
Private Perſons, who would have an Inclination to Peace, and 
on whom God had poured his Grace, proper for contributing to 
fo good an End. I am aſſured that they would be raviſhed to 
have fo favourable an Occaſion of working for the common Good 
of Chriſtendom. They would certainly be aſtoniſhed at the Con- 
fideration,- that they ſhould have been fo long time without ma- 

L king 


70 PAX REDUX, oz; Part IIT, 
king a Diſcovery of this Buſineſs, and without taking it by its 
true Meaſures. They would bleſs God for having opened ſo fair 
a Port, to enter into ſo great a Calm, after ſo many Tempeſts. 
They would ſuitably qualifie themſelves, for the attaining to fo 
deſirable an End. They. would labour with all their Induſtry, 
to bring thither thoſe of their Communion ; and altogether 
would ſtrive to ſuſpend for a while their Judgments in particu- 
lar Articies, until by common Conſent all 'That ſhould be regula- 
ted, which was requiſite to ſo happy a Deſign. 

Beſides the writings which ſhould bg employed to this end 
Familiar Converſations, and particular Diſcourſes would much 
contribute thereunto.. It is thus that we might Do, and that we 
ought mutually. to lend our Aſſiſtance, for the clearing of theſe 
matters. We ought always to have in Proſpect, the Glory of. 
God, and thePeace of his Church z and this ſhould beour prin- 
cipal Puſinefs. There is not any thing,. which oftner puts 2 - 
ſtop to the Execution of our greateſt Detigns, than the want of 
frequent unmasking,and laying them open. For the well-order- 
ing of them, this muft be often attemped, and all the difficulties. 
by little and little removed, which fhall Occur therein. 


We are all. generally. more- Curious to entertain our ſ*lves. 
int converſe about any other things, rather than that which is . 
moſt Neceilary. The Subjects moſt ordinarily fallen upon , in 
thoſe Companies-which are eſtzemed to be the moſt regular, are 
full of. Vanity, if not Sinful. Newes of what paſſes in the 
World; Aﬀairs of State ; Explication of. ſome difficult paſſages . 
of the ancient Authors ; Some queſtions of the Mathematicks, or 
of Phyſicks, and things of this nature, are the ordinary Enter- 
tainment of theſe famous Companies, which we f much ad-. 
mire. If any one ſhould propoſe ſich a Subject as this, which I. 
treat of z. either it is- Coldly received, or paſled over Lightly, 
to £0 to ſome other, which may give more pleaſant Reliſh to 
the Company,and be better accommodated to the humours of the 
 &ge. And yet what more worthy Sabjett is there of our Con-. 
verſations, than that which regards the geveral Good of all 
Chriſtians ? Let us bleſs the happy moment, wherein we have 
been brought to the Diſcovery of this Generous Delign, and 
| | | - coutribute 
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contribute our Endeavour towards its good ſucceſs ; if we cat 
let our ſelves be vanquiſhed by this Exhortation ! 

Moreover it would be convenient, that all Thoſe who have 
found themſelves perſwaded of the Truth and Advantage of this 
Propoſition, ſhould employ their greateſt Care in advancing the 
Execution of it. If in Traffick, Men expoſe themſelves to '{6 
many Perils, to tranſport their Commodities from one Country 
to another, 'in hopes of ſome ſmall profit; Shall we fit ſtill with- 
out communicating the moſt precious Treaſure, and greateft 
Advantage which can arrive to Society ?, It is not here to be fear- 
ed, that the number of thoſe who ſhall be Sharers in this good, 
will diminiſh the Portion of any particular Perſon : On the con- 
trary, the increaſe of this Number, will augment the Satisfa&ti- 
on and Joy of thoſe, who make a part thereof : As thoſe that 
follow Armes, rejoyce to ſee their Side grow ſtronger, and at 
the ſame time conceive thereat both Hopes and Joy. For, if 
we att in this Afﬀair, but for the glory of God, the good of his 
Church, and our own Salvation, as we have even now aſlerted ; 
the more true Believers we ſee Re-united together , to pro- 
mote this end, the more Joy ſhall we have, and the more fa- 
tisfaction. 

But if private Perſonsare obliged to contribute to ſo Glorious 
an Enterprize : I believe that thofe who haveany Employment 
in the Church, in whatſoever Society 1t be, ought to be aſliftant 
therein, by a particular Engagement. Their Profeſſion calls 
them to it, their Charge obliges them to it, and the Lights which 
they pretend to have above the Vulgar, ought only to guide 
them this way. They are as well reſponſible for the Souls of O- 
thers, as for their Own. They fhould not propoſe any other 
Intereſts, than thoſe whichare joyned to the Intereſts of their 
Maſter z and His Glory only onght to adorn theirs. If they uſe 
it otherwiſe, they are bad Servants, and Stewards of the Ta- 
Jents, which have been committed to them. But if they once 
ſtrive with Zeal, to .promote this | great Work ; befides their 
own Comfort, the Succeeſs of it will make them readier, and 
more afſlur*d. People have commonly their Eyes on them, to 
follow their Steps, and imitate their Examples; So that they 
draw after them whole Troops, Societics, - Communities and. 
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Sects, as it ſifffices Him to gain the Officers of an Army, who 
wonld make Himſelf Maſter of all the Souldiers. 


But eſpecially, I make account, that-thoſe who are able to give - 


the greateſt Stroke on this Occafion, are Princes, and all choſe 
who have the Government of States, and Management of Puh- 
Iick Aﬀairs. They can maintain with their Authority all theſe 
Reaſons, which ſhall be employed in this Noble Enterprize : And 
their Power will be very Efficacious, for making the Exhortations 
of others Valued. It is not, that I mean this Afﬀair ſhould be 
plainly carried on by the Force and Authority of Men. The Un- 
derſtanding muſt hereift be cleared, to gain overthe Heart and 
the Aﬀections, which is better done by Reaſoning, than Threat- 
ni:ngs, and by the Force of Arguments, than by thy of Arms. 

But ſince there may be ſome particular Perſons#Ho wedded to 
their old Opinions, that for their Worldly Intereſts, they would 
reject the Good, which would be procured for them : 1t would 
be fit to hinder theſe People, by a Superiour Aathority, from 
crolling ſo happy a Delign. If for Example, ſame Clergy-men, 
of, any Community whatſoever, could not reſolve to quit their 
Temporal Advantages, which are of more weight with them, 
than the Publick Intercſt : The Authority of Princes and Ma. 
eiſtrates, would ſerve yery well to reduce them -to that which 
was Reaſon and Juſtice. There would aiſo herein be this Ad+ 
vantage cxpc.cted, from- thofe who have tne Power in their 
Hands ; namely, that-by the Correſpondence and Alltance,:which 
they have together, they might make this Good, Univer1al to 
all Chriſtians. They might likewiſe Joyn their Forces, for re- 
preſiing the. Boldnefs of Infidels, and all Enemies to the Name 
of Chriſtians, who would oppoſe themſelves to ſo Holy a Reſo- 
lation. 

Laſtly, They might maintain againſt all others, thoſe Per ſons 
who would enter into this Holy Communion : But foraſmuch as 
this is.one of the moſt powerful Means to attain to this End, ard 
which aeſerves more Important Coentiderations, I reſerve it to a 


particular Treatiſe, if this firſt Work ſhall be iayourably en-, 


te;tain'd. 
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CHAP, VEL 


Anſwers to the Objettions , and Difficulties which may be 
formed againſt ths Deſign. | 


T Here can be no Advantage propoſed, which meets not with 
its Difficulties ; We cannot fetch Gold out of a Mine, but 

with much Trouble ; The Earth is not made'Fertile, but when 1t- 
is Digzed and Plowecd with great Care ; and the Succeſs of the 


- moſt Admirable Enterprizes, 1s, not obtained, but by furmounting 


with Induſtry, all the Obſtacles which are met with, 1n the Ex- 
ecution of them. And yet this Trouble we have in attaining 
theſe moſt Excellent Goods, is that which contributes much to 
their Glory. It is a poor Common Vertue which finds no Reli{t- 
ance in its. Operations ; The praiſe of Heroick Vertue conſiſts 
in the conquering of great Difficulties. So that this Project 
would be tefs admirable than it 1s, if it could be effected without 
Pain, anc if the Execution thereof were cafie. But what Ob- 
jections may be made to this, and Difficulties met with herein ; 
will be aitogether ſuch, as that we'ſhall be catily able both to An- 
fwer the One, and Remc<dy the Other. 

Some w1ll preſently be apt to fay,- That to attempt this, is in « 
manner to go about to hinder an Efiet, which muit neceſſarily 
happen. That it 1s, as if one ſhould undertake to ſtop the Courte 
of the Stars,aund hinder the Revolution of the Seaſons. That Feſzs 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles have foretold there ſnould be Herekes, 
Diftenripns, and .Schiſms in the Chriſtian Chnrch. That this 1s 
permitted by the Providence of Ged, to make evident the Zeal 
and Conftancy of his Faithful Servants: Infomuch that it would 
be to ſtrive againſt the Eternal Decrces, and Rules appointed in 
the Counſel of God, to endeavour to prevent the Diviſion or 
Diſſention amang Chriſtians. 

But tor ſatisfying this Ob;e&tion, beſides what has been ſaid 
upon this Point, at the beginning of this Treatiſe. There is but 
one thing to conſider, which 1s, that this Prediction is not. only 
grounded upon a Decree of God, | for the crdering of things 

wich 
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which ſhould happen in his Ghurch 5 but upon an effect of the 
evil diſpoſition of the Spirits of Men, which is cauſe of the 
Diſ-anion: And that hinders us not from labouring to Remedy 
this Cauſe, and put a ſtop to theſe deplorable Effefts. So that 
what Teſs Chrift has foretold ns of the Fire which he was come to 
kindle in the Farth,by the Preacking of his Goſpel; hinders not his 
Servants from running,with great afte&ion, to Extinguiſh it, and 
to ſtay the great Burning which this Flame might cauſe. 
Morcover, if it were ſo, that this Evil falls out, becauſe it has 
been foretold; Yet it docs not impart thus much, that it ſhould 
abide contigually. Is it not enough that it has taken place for ſo 


many Ages? Isit nottime to ſtop its Courſe and feean end of 


it? So will the Prophefie have had its accompliſhment in our 
Fathers days, and-we ſhall, 'in ours, enjoy the Calm after all theſe 
Tempeſts. Let ns add hereunto, that this very Word, which 
foretells us theſe' Divitons, makes us alſo hope for an eſtate of 
Peace and Quiet in the Church. * It makes times of Refreſhment 
and Eaſe to ſucceed all theſe great Diſturbances, and, aſſures us 
that there ſhall be ſuch a krm Peace in the'Earth, that we ſhall ſee 
thoſe Creatures, which are the greateftt Enemies one to the other, 
that is to ſay, thoſe Spirits, wherein 1s the moſt Contrariety, dwell 
and unite together. Whoknows but that we may hve to cnjoy 
thoſe Happy Times? Who knows but in our days we may ſee 
this general Peace among all Chriſtians ? And I durſt promiſe,that 
by the Aſſiſtance and Bounty of God, this ſhall come to paſs, if 
eur Sins do not pur a hinderance to it,and our particular Interelts 
more ſway us, than the general good of Chriſtendom. 

it muſt be ſaid in theſecond place, that this Deſign of bring- 
inz all Chriftians to acknowleds, bat fo ſmall a Number ci Hcads 
in Chriſtian Religion, approved by every one, Is directly oppo- 
ſite to the Apoſtles Dofrine, and tothe. Practice of the Primitive 
Chriſtians. Thoſe who diſpme to ſtrongly againſt the Erronrs 
which zrofe in their times; Thoſe who condemned with ſo mnch 
Indignation all who did not contorm to the Holy DB&rine, which 
they received from the Lord, Is there any likelihood that they 
would have harkened to theſe Propofitions of bearing one with 
another, and a charitable condefcending, in theſe Points of Reli- 
2j0n ? Would St Paidl have liiſzned to fuch 2ccommodation,who 
E, | writ 
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writ with ſo much ſharpnefs againſt the Galariazs, who had ſuffer- 
ed themſetves to be ſeduced by certain Falſe Teachers ? Would 
St Fohn, who refuſed to have any. converfe with Hereticks, have 
approved of this Overture ? 

To which I Anſwer, that what |perſwaded theſe Holy Men, to 
act on this manner, was, that they regarded not ſo much the Di- 
verſity of Opinions, which they diſapproved, as the evil Diſpok- 
tion of thoſe who went about to eſtabliſh thoſe ill Opinions. They 
well ſaw, that what*theſe Perſons were about to contrive, was 
not out of a Spirit of Simplicity and Humility : They obſervid 
nothing in all their ConduQ, but particular Intereſts of Worldly 
Honour, Profit, Authority and Rule, which all their endeavours 
carried them to. Thefe now are Motives, againft which we can 
never make too much Zeal and Indignation appear. 

But we ſee they dealt clearly otherwiſe with fuck poor People 
as had been ſeduced by theſe Crafty Wits, than they did with 
theſe Incendiaries, theſe Spirits of Lying. They treated Thoſe 
with Mildneſs, but Theſe they condemned with Severity : They 
bore with the Firſt, and had Charity for them, but they had a 
Holy and Juſt Anger for the Second : They allowed Gme Liber- 
ty to the Former, but granted Nothing to the Latter. 

We fee alſo how St Paul, that Zealous Servant of God, is not 
afraid inthe very Queſtion of the Reſurre&tion of our Bodies, 
( ſo important in Religion: of ſctting a great Yalue on this Ho- 
ly and Charitable Bearing one with another. To this might be 
added, that theſe Holy Men have been immediately inſpired by 
the Spirit of God, to acknowledg and make known to others 
theſe Heavenly Truths. And this being ſo, they might condemn 
with Boldneſs, and with knowledp] of the Cauſe, thoſe who re- 
je& the Truth, which appeared to them in the open Day ; Where- 
as.at preſent, we not having theſe Lights, and this Supernatural 
and Miraculous Aſſiſtance, are obliged to keep our ſelves ſtrictly 
to the expreſs, terms of the Docrine contained in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

Moreover, it might be Ohjected, tliat this Defign is of Dan- 
gerous Conſequence : "That its to give to every one a Liberty 
of having what Opinicn he pleaſes); and alſo in matters of Im- 
portance, fſuchas have hitherto divided Mens Spirits ; That it 3s 
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t5 give an occaſion of falling inſenſibly fnto an Indifferency for 
Religion, and to favour, in ſome ſort,the Contzmpt of all. 

Now,as this 15 2 preſſing Objeftion,and able to drive from this 
Nelign all good Soils, if it were well founded ; 1 am confident 
tat whoſoever ſhall have well examined the Foundations which I 
hive-laid down, will find there is nothing further from my pur- 
P>ſe, than this Conſequence, which they would draw from ir. 
This would be to make Darkneſs ariſe from Light, and as the 
Scripture ſays, to draw Filthineſs from that which is Pure, to 
:magine ſuch effects ſnould proceed from a Canſe ſo Holy and In- 
nocent. * Can that which only tends to the Re-uniting of Chriſti- 
ans in the ſame Opinions, hurry them into Impiety and Irreli- 
gion? Wall that which brings us back to the moſt plain, and 
rt naked DoRrine of the Goſpel, cauſe an indifferency for Re- 
11zion to ſpring from it? What, then, would this be living with- 
cat Relizion, to be fully perſwaded, that ' there 13 a God, who 
hath created Heaven and Earth; who hath made Mankind ; who 
Puniſheth the Wicked,and Cheritheth tne Good ? Is it to be with- 
ont Religion, to betieve firmly that we have no other Means of 
Sefting out of tite Miſery, wherein our Sins have caft ns, but by 
emMraclag the Promiſes wich God hath made 1s, in his Son Feſrs 
Crit? Is it to be Indiffereat in matters of Religion, to hold 
tor certain, that there is no way to obtain Lite and Eternal Hap- 
Þineſs, bat by that of Holineſs and good Worss ? Is it to be Im- 
pions,;.vrholly to Conſecrate our ſ-lves t the Service of God,ac- 
cordinz to the Rules which he hath preicribed ns in his Word, 
urier the colour , that there are but few Rules. embraced ; 
Y 


. 
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| matnrain, on the contrary, that a!i theſe: Defeats of Piety, 
2d all theſe tn-linations to Irreligion, do not proceed -from any 
other cauſe than this, that Religion has been over-charged with 
too maity curious and ſtranze Queſtions. I hold that it 1s this 
Great Number of Ceremonies, Scrapulous Obſeryations of the 
Externais cr Religion,and ſich other Trifles, which have divided 
the Minds of Men, and alienated the moſt tender Aﬀections.For 
thoſe who are not penetrating enongh to ſearch into, and reſolve 
all the Difficulties which zre met with im theſe kind.af Matters, 
ſufier 


ret howerer embraced, with an entire perſwayon of their 
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ſuffer themſelves to fall into an Indifferency. They never looked 
upon Religion, butas a Subject whercoathe moſt ſubtil and active 
Wits ſet themſelves a work. Whereas if we did but once reduce 
Chriſtian Religion to the natural Simplicity of its Rules,it would 
then diſcover all its Graces and Beauty, and would be loy'd by 
us al, becauſe. it would have nothing in it, but what was lovely - - 
to our Eye. | 
L #ftly, There might be produced other Difiiculties, which 
might occur in the proſecution of this grand Deſign. Some will 
ſiy, that if it were a Feafible Thing , |it would have long ago 
come into the Heads of ſome others, who would have tryed it ; 
And it they did diſcover it, without making ſome Attempt in it, 
it was becauſe they knew the Execution of it to be impoſſible. 
Thar there are too. many different Gehius's to overcome, too 
many ditterent -Intereits to reconcile, too many Jealouſies and 
Dittrufts to ſurmount : That afrer we ſkall have begun to reme- 
dy the precccent Evils, there will ariſe trom this Deſign other 
New Subjects of Contention and Diſpute, and-by conſequence of 
Divifion. But perchance no Body to this preſent has ever conl1- 
dered this Aﬀair, as Ido: Ir may be, it they have made the 
ſame Ditcoy cry, they have wanted Ag of Spirit to form 
the Deſign of it, and clear the Difficulties. r my part, 1 do 
not think the Difficulties Uunconquerable:; And 1 foy ONCce more, 
that would weengage 1n It with Zeal, ani Reltz1ons Mortives, the 
Aﬀiir would ſuccced nappily, to the great 200d of all Chriſtzn- 
don. Þ Theſe Spirits would let themſelyes be vanquiſhed by the 
Motions of Ptety and Charity. All theſe particular Intercits 
would give place to that of the Glorviof or Say reraign. All 
theſe Jezloniies and Diſtrafts would be/ſnathered by an ardent 
Zealcor the Serviceof God. And why jhell Iloofſ: the hopes of 
ſucceeding in this generous Deſign? 
Ko we not ſce, that at the Diſputation at Poiſſy, in the Year 
. The Keman Catrolicks and Preteftauts had almoſt agreed to- 
eat abont the 'T erms, wherein the-Article of the Communion 
ſhould be expreſſed : ! Yet © that is eſteemetl the greateſt Difference 
amonegtt them. And had it not been for certain Noctors, vno 1n- 
deed, for their particutar Intereſts broke of this Acoommodation, 
it would then have been ſeen, that theſe two Grand Parties would 
have been reconciied rogether. NM De 
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Do we not know that at the Conferrence held at XMarpors in 
Germany, 1n the Year 1529. between Luther and Zxinglins, they 
fell into Agreement about certain Expreflions, almoſt in all the 
Points of Religion, and it was concluded, that as to thoſe where- 
on they could not likewiſe Agree, they ſhould Bear charitably one 
with another, and that That ſhould not hinder the Re-nnion 
which was to be made. And yet I know that afterwards it was 
croſſed by the ill Diſpoſitions of Bad Spirits. 

But when all theſe particular Intereſts, and prejudicate Opini- 
ons, fhall bz remo Ved, vilch hive at other times croilzd all theſe 
fair Deligas, wht : ſhall kiader os from mecting 1n that Point and 
true Center, now at laſt, wherein all Chi -iltians may be Re-uni- 
ted? Who ſhall hinder us in thoſe things, wherein it may be,we 

cannot eahly be enlightened from uſing a Char itable and Brotherly 
bearing, one W = another ? And that ſo we may work together 
as well United Prethren, for the Glory of the Common Father 
of this gre: it Chrittian Family, SO Head, the Lord Je/zs Chriſt, 
cannot be diviied ? The greateſt Rub 1s in the firſt Steps, wich 
maſt be mace rorrandsWs Re-union, but this 15 no unconquecr- 
able Difiiculty. 

We read 1n the Relztions of Voyage _—_ to the Eaſter! 


7 


' Countries, that in Tiurky, Perſta, Ec. All the QCariſttans which 


arc there met witn, of whatſoever Sect they be, live together in 
l 


a perfet Unity, and give mutually all poſitble Marks of a fincere 
Friendſhip. 

Olearizs obſerves, that in Perſis tiey make no diliculty of joy- 
ning together in their Devotions. And Peter de 1a Vat le, a Ro- 
man Gentleman, relates, (Tom. 2. Ep. 3.) that when an Engliſh 

Ambaſſidour arrived at Hiſpahan, a Conſultation was held, whe- 
ther or no the Roman Catholicks, the Spaniards, and Traljans, 
which were there, ſhould go to Vitt Him, and that by Joynt 
conſent they were of Opinion, that it was the common Intereſt, 
ty make it appear to that Mahometan Prince, notwithſtanding 
ſome difference that there was amongſt them in certain Points of 
Religion, yet that they lived together in a perfect Correſpon- 
dence. And he adds a very conſiderable Inſtance, Y#z. That in 
Conſt antionple, all the Chriftians, both Catholiques and Heretiques 
{as his piraſe is) dwell together in fo excellent and perfect an 

Unity 
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Unity, that once when he Jived there, I krow not « Por. : What 
occalion, the Jeſuits having fallen|into ſome oreat trouble ; The 
Ambaſſadours of England and Holland, wino otherwiſe are their 

mortal Enemies, (as he ſays) were the firſt, who ſp2ke im their 

Favour, and made their Buſineſs be diſpatched, with all the good 
Succeſs which they could defire. ; 

What then hinders Us here in Exrove, in the Midlt of Carittt- 
nity , that we cannot do that by a Motte ot Charity, winch they 
in the Levant do by the Principle of the Intereſt of Trade, and 
Civil Aﬀairs; and that, we drawing again one towat dzanother, 
ſhould not agree at laſt in the Fr: adamental Points, which may 
Unite Us all tozcther ? 

And althoneh rhis Deſign ſhonld not be fo readily brought to 

w Perfection, Meditation would be very Advantagious, and very 
Conducing to .it. Particular Peeſons, who ſhall have taſted Of 
It, would drav7 much <atisfattion from it ; They would be difa- 
7 buſed , as tO many of their pre-conceived Opinions ; They would 
find themſelves diſcharged of a Heavy Yoke: They would un- 
| mask Chriſtian Religion, and diſcover irs Beauteouſeſt Face, as 
being moſt Pure, and moſt Plain. Fhey would Jove it, and Dwell 
together in its Profeſſion, with ſingular Comfort. 

I ſhall alfo add this ſame, that if the Propoſition ſhonld not 
Sncceed fo happily, for all Chriſtians in veneral, 1t might tak 
Effect in many particular States of Errope. 1 mean amongſt choſe 
| Chriſtians, where there are Diverlities of Opinions an ;d Profe- 
! tlions. Could we not, at leaſt jn thefe Places labour herein, for 
| tome good Accommodation ? And would not the Fruit which 
| grows thence, be capable of inviting Others to take ſhare in it ? 
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CONCLUSION. 
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The Profits and Aavantages; which _ be. 


hoped for from this Deſign. 


oo muſt be very d1m-iighted, who cannot plainly fee the 
1gnal Advantage S, winch may 32 expected from fo Ex- 


Advancing the Glory of God, to eftablth his Doctrine 

in the Purity and Simplicity which 1s uateral to.lt. Men have bec 
delirons to ſupply by their Prudence, the Defects wich they 
thought they had obſerved, inthe Conducrof Providence. They 
tought that God had Aaot in tits Word ex plained Himletf, neicter 
Clear enongh, nor Amply enough, to: be-underitood, without Al 
ſtance. Thence proceeded all theis Expoitttons, Paraphrafes, 
Con DMEntaries, Qnel I, 13 and Diſpates, which have oppreft, and 
almoſt choaked the m9 2{: Excellent, and moft Holy Doctrine, that 
EVCr apPLare a in the World. If therefore we Can but once rid 
r of this Burthen, ſhe will appear in all her Lulter again, and. 
tabliſh it-its Ancient Purity the Service of Him, wio is mantis 
[ted by. Her. | | 
Indec the O'd Covenznt, God reicited the Worſhip, - which 
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fed Commerce which the firſt Chriſtians had with God, who doubts 
but char this muſt needs come from hence, that we have quitted 
their Simple and Innocent Carriage in Divine Service ? We have 
undertaken to ſerve Him after our Manner, and we have endea- 
voured to know Him, only by ſuch Idezs, which our Capricious 
Fancies have faſhion'd of Him; This has properly been the 
Eloud, which has intercepted our Sight of Him 3 This, certain- 
ly, has been the Sin, which being the moſt Capital of all, has 
made Him conccal Himſelf from us, and the Provocation which 
has obliged. his: Juſtice to chaſtize, by the Deprivement of his 
Graces, thoſe who have neglected the Simplicity of his Doctrine. 
We muſt therefore re-enter into that firlt State of Simplicity, 
Humility, and Charity, to recover that which we have loſt, that 
is:to ſay, God and tis Graces : and this is what we ſhould hope 
for, from the Execution of this Deſign. 

The ſecoud Advantage which we may expect, 1s, that we ſhould 
find it niucn eaher to extirpate Vice, and to procure the Refor- 
mation of Manners in Society. We are driven to a neceſſity of 
certain Diſputes, and ſtrange Controverſies, whillt we ſhonld be 
Tooting out the Paſſions, which choak the Fruit of the Dottrine of 
the Goſpel. We make Sallies out upon the Enemy, whilit Sedition 
moleſts us within. Let us caſt away theſe nn profitable Queſtions ; 
Ve have enough to.do, to make Aniwer to the Reproaches of our 
own Conſciences. We ſhall never think of Reforming our Man- 
ners, Whilſt we ſpend the chiefelt of our time, in maintaining 
theſe impertineat Diſcourſes, We ſhail not be able to detend our 
ſelves from 1] Examples, If we employ our Arms in vindicating 
of indifferent Opinions, which cannot {9 long be debated Proand 
Con, wichout Prejudice to Salvation ; eipecially tnce this Diver- 
lity of Opiaions deſtroys, as it hath bcen proved, both Charity, . 
which is the Foundation of Chriſtian Verines, and Humility, 
which is the Soul of them. The Fire 0 this Divition muit firtt 
be extinguiſhed, before we can proceed, with Succefs, towards 
the Correction of Manners and Reformation of Life. Therefore 
it is this, that all good Chriftian Souls do Sigh after, 

WW &mighr have great reaſon ro hope that the State would lmve_ 
alſo a conliderable Advantage by this Deion. People would be- 
come more 'Lragtabie, and fupmic with more willingneſs to the 
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Orders of their Governours,, when they ſhonld fee themſelves 
United with them in the ſame Profefhion. It hath been always ob- 
forved, that Mens affections have never been ſtraightly linked te- 
g-ther, where their Minds have been divided by different Opini- 
ons: Moreover, ll thoſe Subrilties winch we cauſe to ariſe ahour 
Religion, do ordinarily make Feoples Spirits Inquiſtttive, Proud, 
ſtanding upon Punailio's, Obſtinate, and by conſequence, more 
on cult to be brought to Reaſon and their Obedience. E very Par- 
alar Man pretends to have a Right of taking Cognizance of 
choſ. > Controverſal Matters, to interpoſe h1s Judarme nr therein, 
nd then with great V chomency to defend them. -—M this, in Af- 
of State they will take the ſame Liberty, which the 'V gAVE 
themſclves in thoſe of Relici "1. They believe, ee if it be per- 
mitted them to Controle the Opinons of their Governours in the 
Church, where the Service.of God 1: ; It ſhonld likewiſe be free 
for them to Ex1mine the Condud t or thoſe whe are ſet over them 
in State. Thus the Re-union which 1 propoſe, will be a Powerful 
Means to hold every one in his Duty. 

All Princes of C— n would draw conſiderable Advan- 
tages from this jets for b2{ides the Obedience of their Sub- 
jects, of which I have < hols en ſpeaking, po might ſtrictly U- 
nite themſelves toge rhe: : Since theſe Jealouſies, theſe Diſtr uſts, 
and theſe Divilions, which ordinarily arife from Diverſity of Pro- 
felions, comming abſvlar ely to ceaſe, all theſe Different Inte- 
reſts which ſeparate them, would Unite in One, and the Fruit 
wonld be Common to tem All. This Intereſt would carry thom 
on joyntly to eppoſe theralcives to the Enemies of the Name of 
Chriſtian, and rake over tzem ail Advantage, wich Reaſon and 
Juſtice conld allow. 

Is it not a Strange thing, that ſince tie Roman Catholtcks, the 

Proteſtants, and the Greeks have ſo Rent and Torn cach other ; 
we ſee that the /fabemetans have made 15 great a Progreſs a- 
riongſt them, by reaſon of their Divitions ? If, when the Turks 
came to fix themſelves in Hungary, and then after wards Attacqued 
the —onyp of the Yenerizns, ail Chriſtendom with one Accord had 
oppoſed themſelves to their Deſigns ; Had they reaped thoſe Ad- 
vantages, which they had not long ſince obtained over thoſe two 
States ? Isit not a very Aſtoniſhing, not to ſay a Shameful, thing, 

that. 
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that ſome Neigibouring Countries to thoſe dreadful Enemies of 
all Chriſtians, have formerly theonght themſelves oblized to treat 
with them, ana that alſo upon diſadyantagious Terms, meerly ouc 
of the Diſtruſts and Jealouties which they have had of other Chri- 
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are moſt Unlearned and Ignorant viould be euwded. in the way of 


Salvation, and be led to the Enjoyment of Eternal bleflednefs. 
The Doctors, by tis Means, would not have fo great Advantage 
over the People, 11 the Knowledge and PraGice of Things Ne- 
cellary to Salvation. 

It might be ſaid, that hitherto there have been, as it were , 
two different Religions, in one and thg ſame Religion : The firſt 
is of the Learned and Scholars, the other that of.the Common 
People, Women and Children : Yet Jeſzs Chrift never had a 
Double Auditory, He never inſtructed the Phariſees and the Do- 
ors of the Law otherwiſe than the Common People : And when 
He choſe Sncceflors to ſupply His Room, they were Poor Fiſher- 
men, who had more concern in the Inſ{tructing and faving of ſuch 
as were like them in Condition, than boaſting their Subtilty in the 
Diſputes of the Schools, and Cenfounding ſuch as thought to 
have the Advantage over others in Arguing. | 

I am alſo perſwaded, that thoſe particularly, who are employ- 
ed in Eccletiaſtical Charges, and called to Teach others, will ns 
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find great Advantage: They will no more tread zpon thoſe 
Taoras which heretofore they met with, inall thoſe Critical and 
Unprefitable Qneſtions : They will have no-more thoſe Diftrutts 
and Alarths which they gave themſelves, doubting if they were 
not ina Wrong Way,and if they milled not others : They will not 
Fear the Encountring a Dodrine whuch is 1 reer than. that they 
Profeſs. Let them ſay what they will, this thought oftentimes 
mazes rneir flearts ake,who, og them, have tender Con fci- 
ences. Therefore ſeeing themſelves d&livered from all thoſe Un- 
Sucenelles, they would acquit themſelves of their Charge with 
mach me Joy. They would labour with Pizzſure for the Advance- 
meat of the Glory of God. They would bead all their Thoughts 
to {tir up every one to a Goo: Life, and they themſelves would 
be Examples to others, ef Veitue, Piety and Charity. 

*Tis often ſen, that amidit rhe Contentions which. the Dottors 
ralſabout ſome Niceties of Doctrinal Points, there is little or 
-N9 Zezl for the Glory of Ged. They grow fo Paſlionate for the 
getting of tome Advantagze in.a Dip! ite, until, at laft, they let 
themſ:jives be maſtered and vanquiſhed by their own Pallions. 


Many times ſtrange Controveries meke us forget that Buſineſs 
£155 we ſhould have with our ſelves ; and tome ſtudy more how 


ro Speak _ ani Diſpute well, than how to Live well. 

Laſtly vio does nor ſee, thatif we bring this Deſign abont, 
it will prove an excellent Means to draw to tne Goſpel many 
People,bt »uT.who look not upon it now with Averſion & Contempt. 
Tis Simplicity, this — and this Facility vwizch 1s obſerved 

in Chriitan RC200, tczether with the perſet Unity of the 


Es) 


Profeitors there ot, wil be a Powerful Lozditone to Attract to it, 
all :Tkoſ:, wio rnitherto kave + "papa t: When they ſhall ſe 


that tins Holy Religion 1s net made t65 conb{t meerly in Ceremo- 


nies, ther 1s £9 fay, 4 :n outward ci witch moſt common- 
ly Terrife and keep cf thoſe that are well inclined towards' it, 
wpeber SHIT 11 YATC FREM £0 rarpmee It: When they thall never more 


hear talk of ail t! ofe Critice) and Troubi:fome Qneftions, which 
are _—_ UD IN 1 C} 11THRnity : Waen they ſhall cbferve no more 
particular Intereſts pred: ninant in the Spirit of Chriſtians : 


Wien eney {hail De convinced, that there 1s nothing bnt the Lave 
e1 Co1, Charity towards our Neighbour, aud the defire of Li- 
VIng 
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ving well, which inſpires them.: Laſtly, when they ſhall ſee in 
the Faces of theſe Chriftians the Marks of true Peacc and Cam- 
fort, which-the Chriſtians poſleſſes within : They muſt have de- 
prived themſelves of all Sence of Vertue, they muſt have extin- 
gniſhed utterly all Sparks of Reaſon, and turn ſworn Enemies of 
their own Goad, if they delire not to eater into a Society which 
hath all theſe: Advantages. | 

I doubt not alſo but thoſe Bleſſed Spirits who contitally ſtand 
before the Throne of God, will be cencerned in tl.c Advantages 
of this Holy- Unien ; for if they ſo much intereſt themſelves in 
the Converſion of a poor Sinner, that they Rejoyce and Sing 
aloud in the Quire of Glory, will they not make a Solemn Fefti- 
val in Heaven for the Re-uniting of all Chriſtians npon Earth ? 
lam alſo perſwaded, that God, ſeeing we all bend onr Courſe 
toward Him, with the ſame Heart, and rhe ſame Aftcctions, will 
certainly come to Meet and Receive ns; He will embrace us in 
His Mercies, and ſpeak to us in the Motions of His Loving Kind- 
neſs, eſpecially if we ſay to Him with the Author of that Treatiſe 
of the Imitation of Chriſt, Lib. 1. Cap. 13. 1 am weary with Hear- 
ing and Reading ſo many Things. It is in thee alone, O my God, that 
all 1s included which I deſire or wiſh for. Let all Dottors hold their Peace, 
let all Creatures keep Silence in Thy Preſence, and be Thou pleaſed alone te 


ſpeak to me. 


I wiſh with all my Heart,that all theſe Confiderations may make 
ſuch an Impreſſion upon the Spirits of all thoſe wha ſhall read this 
Writing, that every one may after wards Contribute, according 
to his Pewer, to the Advancement of this Great Work ; and 
that God would favour, in ſuch Manner, our Attempts with his 
Grace, that we might ſuddenly ſce a Happy Succeſs therein, to 
His Glory, and the Good of all Chriſtians. "21 

And becauſe my Voice is too weak to awaken them, and draw 
them out of the Eſtate where I behold them now; I wiſh rhey 
would hear that of the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, whoſe Voice 
and Stile all Chriſtians knovr. He calls to them thus, in Epye/. 4. 
Be ye kind one to another in Love, endeavoring to keep the Unity of rhe 
Spirit ir the Bond of Peace. There is but One Body and One Spirit, 
even 45 you are called ts One Hope of your Vocation : There is but One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptiſm, One God and Father of All, woo 1: 

N over 
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over All, and through All, and in you Al. This Great Sexvant 2 
God likewiſe beſeeches them all, with Words capable to'wor'!: 
apon the Hardeſt Hearts, ſpeaking to the Philippians, Chap. 2. . 7 
ſays he, there be any Conſolation in Chrift, if any Comfort 
if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels of Mercy, if any Con - 
paſſion ; make my Foy complear, that ye be of the ſame Opinion, having 
the ſame Charity, being of the ſame Courage, and acquieſcing 1n the 
[ame Thing, MNeither let any thing be done amongſt you with Strife, or 
Fam Glory: But rather eſteeming one the other in Humility of Spirit 
moreExcelient than himſelf, not every one regarding his Own particular 
intereſt, but that alſo which appertains to Others. Let there be therefore 
One Mind in you, like that which was alſo in Feſus Chriſt: To who, 
with the Father, be Glory for Ever and Ever, Amen. | 
o 


ERRAT A 


In the Tranſator to the Reader, page 5. line 5. for mms, read minus. þp.7.1.8.Ff, O, 
read Or. 

In the Latin Verſes, kige 6. for impedens, r. impendens. /. 12. f. itaquo, yr. itaque. 

In the Treatiſe it felt, page 5 /ine 11. for fermented, read ftomented. þ. 7. /. 11. f. ſow, ( 
r. Cleal. ibid 1. 13. Ff.even, r. ever. þ. 10. 1.2. f. wherefore, r. whereof. p. 16. r. Effet 
ef this Diviſion. p. 24, There ſhould be no break at of Sonls ; Who does. p. 26. /. 12. f. raw, 
Y. raſh. þ. 36. 1. 16.-7. Arimiorm. Þ. 58. /. 33. F. their r. there. p. $4. 1. 25. r. Peope, Who 
leok not upon it now but with, Befides ſome other Lartera! Errors not material. 


